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Mahayuti yet to take a call
on new Maharashtra CM

Decision may be made only after the intervention of the BJP’s central observer; no hurry, says

NCP leader Praful Patel; Shinde, Ajit Pawar appointed Shiv Sena, NCP legislature party leaders

|GS Paper llI: Electoral Process |

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

ven as the Election
E Commission  pre-

sented its notifica-
tion and the Gazette with
the names of candidates
elected in the Assembly
election to the Governor of
Maharashtra on Sunday,
government formation in
the State may take time,
sources indicated to The
Hindu. While speculation
is rife about the formula
and the probable Chief Mi-
nister, a decision will be
made only after the inter-
vention of the BJP-appoint-
ed central observer, BJP
sources said.

The Nationalist Con-
gress Party (NCP) and the
Shiv Sena elected Ajit Pa-
war and Eknath Shinde as
their group leaders, res-
pectively, at meetings of

) =

Election Commission officials hand over the names of MLAs-elect

4

to Governor C. P. Radhakrishnan in Mumbai on Sunday. ANI

their party legislators on
Sunday. The BJP is yet to
appoint its group leader.
“There is no need for us
to form the government
before November 26, is my
understanding. In 2004,
both the Congress and the
NCP had taken three to
four weeks to clear their
differences and form a go-
vernment. There are no

differences in the Mahayu-
ti, but there is no hurry,”
senior NCP leader Praful
Patel told presspersons
here.

Each party of the Ma-
hayuti expressed its desire
for its leader to be the next
Chief Minister. Several BJP
leaders said they wanted to
see Devendra Fadnavis as
the next Chief Minister, as

he was the sculptor of the
Mahayuti’s landslide victo-
ry. At the same time, pro-
minent leaders of the Shiv
Sena expressed the desire
for Mr. Shinde to be named
the next Chief Minister.
NCP leaders said they
hoped the same for Mr. Ajit
Pawar. But everyone un-
equivocally added that the
decision will be the sole
prerogative of the top
three leaders.

Speculation continued
about the formula for dis-
tribution of Cabinet
berths. “It is likely that the
BJP will get 21 or 22 berths,
Mr. Shinde 12 and Mr. Ajit
Pawar 10. But this will be fi-
nalised only after a meet-
ing with the top leadership
in Delhi,” a senior leader
said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

Mahayuti yet to take a call on new Maharashtra CM

AT o Il T AERISE F AT FEIFAA W IS
Yaar 78t foram @

Decision may be made only after the intervention of the BJP’s central

observer; no hurry, says NCP leader Praful Patel; Shinde, Ajit Pawar
appointed Shiv Sena, NCP legislature party leaders
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Even as the Election Commission presented its notification and the Gazette with the
names of candidates elected in the Assembly election to the Governor of
Maharashtra on Sunday, government formation in the State may take time, sources
indicated to The Hindu.

{aar @l fadTaer 3T & ARISE F TSI I AUTHAT Garg & o 70 3EAGaRT
& A & Y YA AT 3R IeTe G T, Afehed ToT H TWHR o A
TAY o1 Tl ¢, G o1 g g w7 Tha &)

While speculation is rife about the formula and the probable Chief Minister, a decision

will be made only after the intervention of the BJP-appointed central observer, BJP
sources said.

Stafeh FEIHA & aX # 3chd AR FHTIAT Bl SRT g, AU Shae St garr
frgea & wdders & graely & aig & forar Seen, derd wEt A e
The Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) and the Shiv Sena elected Ajit Pawar and

Eknath Shinde as their group leaders, respectively, at meetings of their party legislators
on Sunday.

ST Faw 9t (vadidh) 3t Rader 2 wfaa 1@r) 3R vy @A A fEar @t
39 Ot faergent T doeh F FHAA: A FHG AT H T H oA

The BJP is yet to appoint its group leader.

At 3l T 39T FHE AT HAgFT QT A 9IS B

"**There is no need for us to form the government before November 26, is my
understanding. In 2004, both the Congress and the NCP had taken three to four
weeks to clear their differences and form a government. There are no differences in the

Mahayuti, but there is no hurry,” senior NCP leader Praful Patel told presspersons
here.

"HST oaTell § o 26 AT A U FIHR FeAlel T ATARTehll Gl | 2004 H, FIAH
3R Tt Qlt o 37oel 3T 3rEEATAET # gy e 3N WER T Al ¥ TR
Heatg fow ¥ Aerfa F P 3wEAT T8 §, AT IS STodr AET B, afss v
AT TP G o TgT TIRRT § Fgl|

Each party of the Mahayuti expressed its desire for its leader to be the next Chief
Minister.

HEGTA I G el o TE STOT g T foh 3eTeh AT AT WA FEIHA T
S|
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e Several BJP leaders said they wanted to see Devendra Fadnavis as the next Chief
Minister, as he was the sculptor of the Mahayuti’s landslide victory.

g A AT 7 HeT b I qdg FSOMEANT I Tl FEAHA WA AGe &, Fiieh &
#egfa &1 agfes Sfia & FRR 31

e At the same time, prominent leaders of the Shiv Sena expressed the desire for Mr.
Shinde to be named the next Chief Minister.

38 gAY, RE@T & GH7E A3 F Tg FToT aFd 1 4 R 1 3reren geawh

IITIT ST |
e NCP leaders said they hoped the same for Mr. Ajit Pawar.
TAHId A3 A FEr & 3 o T 3eAle A B sl AT waR A sTen gEEEER

AT ST |

e But everyone unequivocally added that the decision will be the sole prerogative of the
top three leaders.

oifhe Tl o TOSC &7 & Ig g [ 0T shaer i dfier aamsit &1 3R ghem|
e Speculation continued about the formula for distribution of Cabinet berths.
S 9 & TR & AT eHer IR F

o “ltis likely that the BJP will get 21 or 22 berths, Mr. Shinde 12 and Mr. Ajit Pawar 10.
But this will be finalised only after a meeting with the top leadership in Delhi,” a senior
leader said.

"Ug AT § T dierdY 1 21 a1 22 79 [N, o AT &1 12 30 s s1foa qarR #1710
T el dfther TE daer Red # i Aqea & do& & ag & oA &7 q a7
g1, Uk aiss AdT o el
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Opposition seeks debate on Manipur, Adani in Parliament

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Pointing at a frosty Winter
Session of Parliament, the
Opposition at the all-party
meeting held on Sunday
laid down its demands for
a detailed debate on the
Manipur conflict and its
spillover impact on neigh-
bouring States in North-
east India and a Joint Par-
liamentary =~ Committee
(JPC) probe into indus-
trialist Gautam Adani’s bu-
siness interest in the wake
of a recent indictment by a
U.S. court.

While the Opposition is
preparing to attack the go-
vernment, there are indi-
cations of cracks within its
ranks. Congress president
and Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Rajya Sabha

~a

/\rh( le 85

Fired up: Kiren Rijiju, Arjun Ram Meghwal, Jairam Ramesh and
others after an all-party meeting ahead of the Winter Session. pTi

Mallikarjun Kharge has in-
vited the floor leaders of
the INDIA bloc parties for
a meeting at 10 a.m. on
Monday to take a call on
whether the group should
attend the November 26
joint parliamentary ses-
sion to commemorate the
75th anniversary of the
adoption of the Constitu-
tion. As per sources, sever-

al Opposition members
have expressed reserva-
tion on following the Con-
gress’s lead on the issue,
especially after the party’s
Maharashtra debacle. The
roll call on Monday’s meet-
ing will indicate the
strength of the INDIA bloc.
Both factions of the Shiv
Sena and the Nationalist
Congress Party and also

the Trinamool Congress
were absent at the all-par-
ty meeting. Briefing repor-
ters, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju said
42 leaders from 15 parties
attended the meeting.
“The government is pre-
pared for discussion on
any subject. Our only re-
quest is that the House
should peacefully run,”
Mr. Rijiju said.

Seeks probe on Adani

The Congress, which is the
largest Opposition party in
Parliament, began the dis-
cussion. The party’s Depu-
ty Leader in the Lok Sab-
ha, Gaurav Gogoi, pressed
the government to insti-
tute a JPC probe against
Mr. Adani considering the
recent indictment and ear-
lier revelations of the Hin-

denburg Research group.
He also urged the go-
vernment to immediately
register a case with the En-
forcement Directorate
(ED) on allegations of stock
market manipulation that
could impact several retail
investors. On Manipur, Mr.
Gogoi asked the govern-
ment to come up with a
statement detailing the
steps they are taking to re-
solve the conflict and also
to contain its impact.
“Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh and Health Mi-
nister and BJP president
J.P. Nadda heard us out ve-
ry patiently at the meeting.
But we all know that the
decisions are not made by
this G2 but other
G-2,”Congress general se-
cretary and Congress chief
whip in the Rajya Sabha

Opposition seeks debate on Manipur, Adani in
Parliament

fauer A wug & AR 3R IsE A W TEw A AT

]|

Opposition's Demands for Winter Session of Parliament

wdt a9 & fow Ruar i A6

Jairam Ramesh said at the
end of the meeting.

In a notable omission,
the Congress, unlike the
other Opposition parties,
did not speak about the
Wagqf (Amendment) Bill.
The Samajwadi Party (SP),
the DMK, and the Left par-
ties raised the issue, and
urged the government not
to rush through the con-
troversial legislation, till all
members of the joint com-
mittee are on board.

The SP flagged recent
“irregularities” in the re-
cent Uttar Pradesh by-
polls, where they have
filed several complaints
with the Election Commis-
sion. The party has de-
manded a detailed discus-
sion on “need to ensure
fully free and fair
elections”.

o Pointing at a frosty Winter Session of Parliament, the Opposition at the all-party
meeting held on Sunday laid down its demands for a detailed debate on the Manipur
conflict and its spillover impact on neighbouring States in Northeast India and a Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC) probe into industrialist Gautam Adani’s business
interest in the wake of a recent indictment by a U.S. court.

Wﬁ@aﬁwﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁm%ﬁﬁﬁmmwmw
HRA & GSIET A WX gera, 3R ailaer rswelt & sqraie fRal X wgwa gwd
#fafa (IPC) st &7 AT Y, S g & A U FARNS 3@rad ganT IR fwe v

)

e While the Opposition is preparing to attack the government, there are indications of

cracks within its ranks.

Safeh faueT TR W e HT dIRT X @M ¢, 3896 HR IRT & Tohd AT I 2

e Congress president and Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, Mallikarjun
Kharge has invited the floor leaders of the INDIA bloc parties for a meeting at 10 a.m.
on Monday to take a call on whether the group should attend the November 26 joint
parliamentary session to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the adoption of the
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Constitution.

FAN eget 3R Tsawem # et & Aan, Afeawelr @A o INDIA sdfe wifeai s
TR A3 & WHaR F gag 10 99 doh & fav 3nAfRa famar g, orest ot foar
ST o Hefg T 26 Ada) & WIFd U FF & WiAwwer  rqame s i 756
YIS & HITAX T HET AT e AT 78T |

e As per sources, several Opposition members have expressed reservation on following
the Congress’s lead on the issue, especially after the party’s Maharashtra debacle.

Al & ITAR, H3 el e 7 FEF F Aqed HT UIell A W Hepld ogekd fohar

g, WIHHT 9Tél T AGRISE HI gR & 16|
e The roll call on Monday’s meeting will indicate the strength of the INDIA bloc.

AT FT d3F H INDIA sallh T dlehd T IdT TXdm|

e Both factions of the Shiv Sena and the Nationalist Congress Party and also the
Trinamool Congress were absent at the all-party meeting.

e 3R @7 FEw 9l et et AR JonT FEE & TiAAY ghadT soh H
3ufead A

o Briefing reporters, Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said 42 leaders from 15
parties attended the meeting.

TFRRT T S P GO, WA Al & N e RS wer o 15 aiféat & 42
AdT o # 39U U

e “The government is prepared for discussion on any subject. Our only request is that the
House should peacefully run,” Mr. Rijiju said.

"R fhdT o favg W ==l & v GIR &1 §ART shaol Toh 3R & foh Feel &
AT & =remar e, A RIS & el

¢ The Congress, which is the largest Opposition party in Parliament, began the
discussion.

W, ST GHG A FG F37 faualt ardf B, & == g% A
e The party’s Deputy Leader in the Lok Sabha, Gaurav Gogoi, pressed the government

to institute a JPC probe against Mr. Adani considering the recent indictment and earlier
revelations of the Hindenburg Research group.

aret & AHET H 3UAC], ARG MM 7 WHR @ AMad et & eArd IPC S Yw
e B AT H, G gTel & H g IARA rared i 3R 3R Reaest Rad g9
CaRT T 9T Gerrdt & e

e He also urged the government to immediately register a case with the Enforcement

Directorate (ED) on allegations of stock market manipulation that could impact
several retail investors.

378l TPR U yadel ASAeT (ED) & H1Y X S6R 7 T & IRAT W id
HIHAT ol el T J7dlel &1, ST g Gexr fAdernl @l genfad #T gl Bl

e On Manipur, Mr. Gogoi asked the government to come up with a statement detailing the
steps they are taking to resolve the conflict and also to contain its impact.

AR o), A1 39S A WPR F U 9 &l T AT 1 fFH7H Tg aarn oe f&
HUY & g el & [T FIAT FeH 30T @ ¢ IR TP TH1T AT HY AT 1 G gl
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o ‘“Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Health Minister and BJP president J.P. Nadda
heard us out very patiently at the meeting. But we all know that the decisions are not
made by this G-2 but other G-2,” Congress general secretary and Congress chief whip in
the Rajya Sabha.

"T&T 7N Torery RAE 3R Fareew A4 silv di9dY sredat S AgET A dow # gH
@WWIWWWW%%W%G-Z@M T, 9fed 31T G-2
CaRT fhT S &, I & FEfa 3R $EAE & JET g o Tq@e T 7 Hell

¢ In a notable omission, the Congress, unlike the other Opposition parties, did not
speak about the Wagf (Amendment) Bill.

TF AgaqUl 9% H, FI, 3= Rusht ot & o, avw (@) Rgws © =&
STelT |

e The Samajwadi Party (SP), the DMK, and the Left parties raised the issue, and urged
the government not to rush through the controversial legislation, till all members of the
joint committee are on board.

FATSEGY Uréf (SP), Swards, 3R dwe qIfedi o 30 HAed o 30/, IR WHR § 311918
forar o ag faarerede fadae I Seaarsll & UiRd & &Y, o9 d& & @gaa afafa
& @l §eeg |gAd o &l

e The SP flagged recent “irregularities” in the recent Uttar Pradesh bypolls, where they
have filed several complaints with the Election Commission.

SP & gTel &1 3R aRr 3ugaral 7 g5 “HfAafAdansit 1 3om, sfel 3eeie fevaraer
IR H F$ RIS SR F

e The party has demanded a detailed discussion on “need to ensure fully free and fair
elections.”

ot A gl aXE @ Faad IR Fuar goe g & f amaerFar W Ewd
Tt T AT A

Article 85

Article 85(2)

e Article 85(1) of the Indian Constitution gives the President of India the power
to summon either or both Houses of Parliament to meet.

AR FIAUT & 3eTede 85(1) # RA & Isgufa 1 Ig ISR 7 arn

¢ o 3 9ug & T AT el Feadl H 95 Joll Hehd gl

¢ The timing and location of these meetings are decided by the President based
on their discretion.
3T doh & FHT 3R TUT &1 FUROT Tseufa 39 s & = &l

o However, there is an important condition: The gap between the last sitting
of one session and the first sitting of the next session cannot exceed six
months.
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Afehed $HA U HgcaquT o & T |F @ faer S5 3R erer wH
qgell d5% & fiT FT 3N SF AL T 3fAF AL g7 FHdTl

This provision ensures that Parliament meets at least twice a year, facilitating
regular legislative discussions and accountability.

Ig AUl AR R § o e A § FA G A al IR A, aifen
fFafad furl =it 3k sweRca gRRaa & a1

For example, if the last session of Parliament concluded on 1st January, the
next session must begin on or before 1st July.

3eTed0T & fou, afe gac &1 Noer a9 1 Ja9ad & gATd §3rrs‘r,a’r3n1?~n
T 1SS AT 3HY Tgel YE gl A

Article 85(2)

Article 85(2) gives the President of India the authority to take certain actions
related to the functioning of the Parliament.

3eTeDe 85(2) HRA & ISl & HHe & Felold ¥ Hftd & HRaAS
A BT ISR Teled A g

First, the President can prorogue the Houses or either House.

a8 g, Tscufa §HE & Sl Heal a1 fFd v WeeT &1 TG FT Tohd
gl

Prorogation means the formal ending of a session of Parliament, but it does

not dissolve it completely. The Houses are adjourned, and members must wait
for the President to summon the next session.

T T Adels § TS & T &1 ATaiRe 7 & gATT 8T, dfhed sTr
1 e ¥ fduce wgr glan| g\l Hesl FAPT 81 Jd & 3N Fe&T Usefa
CART 30T HA 1 FATT ST HT SN Hd B

Second, the President has the power to dissolve the House of the People

(Lok Sabha). G&X, Tegufd & T AlFHEAT HT T e H1 HRFR F

Dissolution means the complete end of the current Lok Sabha, which leads to
the need for fresh elections.

$IT T AT § TIAA ARTHAT H [ g d FATCT @1 o7, e
IRUTATERT AT ATl & 3HTETRIHT Bl g

For instance, after the dissolution of the Lok Sabha, general elections must be
held within six months to form a new government.

3ETeY0T & AT, NradHT & 3T gl & dI¢, a0 TLHR Hl ST Hlad & [T
A FAd B A & R T S A1
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For construction workers, survival matters more than air pollution

[GS Paper I: Society

Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

The ban on construction
activity in Delhi-NCR by
authorities as a GRAP-IV
measure to tackle the air
pollution crisis has hit the
blue-collar workers hard.
With almost no jobs, the
labourers, who are gener-
ally migrants and survive
on daily wages, are either
thinking of returning home
or picking up odd jobs.
Jagarnath Mandal, a 32-
yearold  construction

Ban on Construction Activity in Delhi-NCR Due to

worker from the Sitamarhi
district of Bihar, is repent-
ing his decision to return
to Delhi after celebrating
Chhath Puja. Mr. Mandal,
who lives on rent in a slum
in south Delhi and needs to
earn at least Y500 per day
to sustain his family in this
metropolis, has been fac-
ing difficulty in finding
work.

Another worker living in
the same area, Mahavir,
said he would return to his
home in Ajmer, Rajasthan,
since little work was left to

GRAP-IV

fel-tadzm & Red-IvV & FRor AATr afafafeat
9 yfa«er

e The ban on construction activity in Delhi-NCR as a GRAP-IV measure to tackle the air

pollution crisis has severely impacted blue-collar workers.

sustain. “As construction
work is difficult to find, I'm
trying to take other jobs
like playing in a band dur-
ing wedding processions,”
he said. He has four chil-
dren and is trying to make
ends meet with the little he
earns.

However, at Sarai Kale
Khan in south-east Delhi,
the construction work for
the Regional Rapid Transit
System (RRTS) project is
under way. A worker, on
the condition of anonymi-
ty, said he has been on the

job for the past 15 days.
“Nobody has told us to
stop as yet. I do not know
about any ban, but if they
[authorities] halt the work,
[ will have no other option
but to return to my home-
town,” the labourer from
Ranchi in Jharkhand said.
A spokesperson of Na-
tional Capital Region Tran-
sport Corporation, the pu-
blic sector company owing
RRTS, said the project
comes under “essential
services” and is exempted
from the GRAP-IV curbs.

“We are using anti-smog
guns,” the spokesperson
added.

Financial assistance
An NGO working on the is-
st of ights and livelihood
of blue-collar workers has
sought monetary help for
the affected labourers from
the Delhi government.
Sunil Kumar Aledia,
who heads the Centre for
Holistic Development, said
he has written to the go-
vernment  asking  for
15,000 financial assistance

for each construction
worker. “I am writing to re-
quest financial assistance
for construction workers
affected by the recent ban
on construction activities
in Delhi due to pollution
concerns. This ban has left
many workers without a
source of income,” read
the letter addressed to
Chief Minister Atishi and
others.

The Supreme Court will
look into the issue of conti-
nuing GRAP-IV measures
on Monday.

feeell-Tadiam & arg yquur Fohe ¥ Mues & fv shamedt-Iv 3urr & dga st
afafafeat o afaey o fid-Fer affw w1 73R v @ wnlda e g

e  Workers, mostly migrants surviving on daily wages, are either considering returning
home or opting for odd jobs.

A ATl W R o arer ifeier yardt s a1 Y X sl f @ @ § A
=T IEARN FRA T 7/ &

Challenges Faced by Construction Workers

forator sifft garT W A S are galfaat

¢ Jagarnath Mandal, a 32-year-old worker from Sitamarhi, Bihar, regrets returning to
Delhi after celebrating Chhath Puja.
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FeTy #sd, RER & diawdt & 32 aifa 57w, o5 @ Aae & 6 ool diea W
9ol @ &

Living on rent in a slum in South Delhi, he needs to earn at least ¥500 per day to
sustain his family.

aferor ool T goalt & fRIT X T gU, 3¢ 3797 IRAR &Y Teled & e gfafes

FHA A A T500 FATA HI IS T ¢l

Another worker, Mahavir, residing in the same area, plans to return to Ajmer,
Rajasthan, as work opportunities are scarce.

3T a9 H ol alel AR AT, TSATYT lice] T Tlolell delT Ig & Fifch Dl o
3aEX @ifAd g
Mahavir, with four children, is trying to survive by playing in wedding bands.

HETEAR, Tofeleh IR aea g, AMaY F 3 & a9 S R Fleh ICIRT A I hITAT HT
® &

RRTS Project and Exemptions
I3y aiteEr 3 ge

At Sarai Kale Khan, the construction of the Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS) is
ongoing.

W FTa T H & I3 dfte Rved @Gmemdva) & @aor F7 SRy §

A worker from Ranchi, Jharkhand, stated he has been working for the past 15 days
and is unaware of the ban.

T, AIRES & T A4AF o a7 & a8 o 15 Rat a 57 o w1 § 3k gfase
& IR H Tl SATeIdT|

The National Capital Region Transport Corporation (NCRTC) declared RRTS as an
essential service, exempted from GRAP-IV.

TAT AU T IR A (TTHHREE) o ARRETH ol ATaeTS Jar g
fora, o Shemedi-iv & o & 715§

Anti-smog guns are being used at the construction site.

AT T G UEA-FATN I HT 3GANT 7T T @ 2

Financial Assistance Request by NGOs

T3 garT e weraar i Awr

Website: patrioticias.in
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An NGO, working on the rights and livelihood of blue-collar workers, has requested
¥5,000 financial aid per worker from the Delhi government.

AA-PraT AART F ITFERT 3R 3TNTTHT W FTH FIT dTor Teh T3 o ot
WHER T gfa #fAw 25,000 Hr T ggraar &R g1
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e Sunil Kumar Aledia, head of the Centre for Holistic Development, wrote to the
government, highlighting the need for assistance due to the construction ban.

¥ B Pfafes aawic & yqu Folle FaAR ABATA GER @t foar & fasfor
gfdsY & SHROT FEIAT HI 3TaRThdT gl

Supreme Court's Role

West Bengal Governor
draws Oppn. flak for
‘unveiling’ own statue

Bust was presented to Bose, he did not unveil it, says Raj Bhavan media

cell; TMC describes act as ‘megalomania; disgraceful, unfortunate: CPI(M)

|GS Paper IV: Ethics |

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

est Bengal Go-
WVernor CV.
Ananda Bose

found himself embroiled in
a new controversy after
photographs of him unveil-
ing his statue emerged on
social media. The Gover-
nor has launched elaborate
celebrations to mark two
years in office.

As the photograph went
viral, Raj Bhavan’s media
cell issued a statement say-
ing that the statue was pre-
sented to the Governor and
he did not unveil it. “In
some media reports it has
come out that HG (Honour-
able Governor) has ‘un-
veiled his own statue’ at Raj
Bhavan on 23.11.2024. The
fact is as follows: many ar-
tists submit their artistic
creations to HG. Many
painters made HG’s por-
traits and presented them
to him. Similarly, a creative
sculptor had created a
sculpture of HG and pre-
sented it to HG. This has
unfortunately been de-
scribed as ‘unveiling his
own statue’,” Raj Bhavan
said on social media.

‘Unheard of”

The development, howev-
er, sparked criticism in pol-
itical circles with the ruling
Trinamool Congress and
Left parties criticising the
Governor. Trinamool spo-
kesperson Jayprakash Ma-

r;..A,A%‘ -

Drawing attention: West Bengal Governor CV. Ananda Bose next
to a bust of himself at Raj Bhavan in Kolkata. PTi

e

He did it because he
wanted some kind

of publicity. But the
point is, what is the next
step? Will he garland
his own statue?

JAYPRAKASH MAJUMDER
Trinamool spokesperson

jumder described the act
as “megalomania”. “Gover-
nor C.V. Anand Bose has in-
augurated his own statue,
which is something un-
heard of. He did it because
he wanted some kind of
publicity. But the point is,
what is the next step? Will
he garland his own statue?
It’s a sign of a megaloma-
nia,” Mr. Majumdar said.
CPI(M) central commit-
tee member Sujan Chakra-
borty said the act of the Go-
vernor was “disgraceful
and unfortunate”. Con-

Website: patrioticias.in
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gress spokesperson Sou-
mya Aich Roy said it was a
“matter of shame”.

This is not the first time
that the Governor has
found himself at the centre
of a controversy. During
the Lok Sabha election, Mr.
Bose was accused by the
Trinamool of running a
“parallel  electioneering
system”.

Earlier this year, a wo-
man employee of Raj Bha-
van had accused the Gover-
nor of “sexual harassment”
and had lodged a com-
plaint with the Kolkata pol-
ice. Since the Governor en-
joys constitutional
protection with respect to
criminal charges, the mat-
ter could not be taken up
by the police.

The Governor and the
CM have also been at log-
gerheads with the former
approaching the Calcutta
HC alleging defamation by
the Chief Minister.

TN FE B s

e The Supreme Court will review the
continuation of GRAP-IV measures on
Monday.

A FIE AAGR FT SHART-1V 3UrT
fARadr & e Ham|

West Bengal Governor
Draws Opposition Flak for
‘Unveiling’ Own Statue

qieH SO F TSIl W
'3l & Afd FT 3reTEOr
F & faw [Agar $ir
AT

o Photographs of West Bengal Governor
C.V. Ananda Bose unveiling his statue
emerged on social media, sparking
controversy.

uRad Fe & Tegurer WAl e A
379el FfT T HATIROT A §T AT HweT
AfEar w3, Fad e oF &

e The Governor organized elaborate
celebrations to mark two years in office.

ToUTe o FETET 7 & W R g W 37
FARE 3MAfad feu

¢ Raj Bhavan’s media cell clarified that the
statue was presented to the Governor by a
sculptor, and he did not unveil it himself.
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Tarsas 1 #Aifsar daa Toe fFar & a7 AT v qider ) Tegue @ e f
oY, 3T 3@l 3® TIT 3TATIROT 8T |

“In some media reports, it has come out that HG (Honourable Governor) has ‘unveiled
his own statue’. The fact is a creative sculptor presented it,” stated the media cell.

‘P MSAT Rulet & avgr 747 § 1o AT Toqarer o '39e0 & Hic @ 3eAraor
| 927 a8 § & v WeteAs Afder & 38 e fhar ar, AfEar ae & w

Political Criticism

N CIGEE GG

Trinamool Congress (TMC) described the act as “megalomania” and a publicity stunt.
qure FAw (STAH) A 3§ Fcd H "HEFHR F1 T 3N JAR g HOgAH
EEIR

Jayprakash Majumder, TMC spokesperson, criticized the Governor, asking, “What is
the next step? Will he garland his own statue?”

EeAH yaFdT SAIIHNN ASAGR A ATl HI AT FA §T BT, “39Tell FeHA
AT BT AT g 37911 &1 Ffd &l HTell TgArdar?”

CPI(M) leader Sujan Chakraborty called the act “disgraceful and unfortunate.
HIS(TH) AT oI TFAAt o 3 Fed WA IR gHiTAOT T
Congress spokesperson Soumya Aich Roy said it was a “matter of shame.”

HAT JaFar Gl T AT S 3/ qH H ST FqrT]

”

Previous Controversies

7a faere
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During the Lok Sabha election, TMC accused the Governor of running a “parallel
electioneering system.”

ANFHHHT AT & R STAN A ToIUT T "FAATGR FATd! JOIll" Tellel T HRIT

EUR

Earlier this year, a woman employee of Raj Bhavan accused the Governor of “sexual
harassment” and lodged a complaint with Kolkata police.

S ATl i YBIT H, ASHTA HT UF ARG FAARN o Toqurel T "Iler Sediger” &7
HRIT @1 HR SHiehrar gfad & R gof # s

The complaint could not proceed as the Governor enjoys constitutional protection
from criminal charges.

RIPRICT 3T w7ET S¢ Fehr Fifeh AT I TRITRR Gt & gdenfas gat gred
gl

The Governor has also been at odds with the Chief Minister, approaching the Calcutta
High Court alleging defamation.

ToguTel 3R AEg#N & i o Adde @ &, 56T TS o Fedhdl Iod ARG H
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For BJP ally, Assam
bypoll win a boost
for Bodoland polls

GS Paper lll: Internal
Securit

GUWAHATI

A record bypoll win for its
candidate in the Sidli As-
sembly seat has boosted
the confidence of the Unit-
ed People’s Party Liberal
(UPPL) ahead of polls to
Assam’s Bodoland Territo-
rial Council (BTC) in 2025.

The win has also made
the UPPL, one of two re-
gional allies of the ruling
BJP, believe that its “peace-
driven development mo-
del” has more takers to
help it retain power in the
BTC straddling 40
constituencies.

The Sidli contest was a
major challenge for UPPL
candidate Nirmal Kumar
Brahma. He not only had
to retain the seat vacated
by Joyanta Basumatary but
also win convincingly
enough to give a message
that the party was better
than its rivals for the multi-
ethnic Bodoland Territo-
rial Region (BTR) that the
BTC governs.

Mr. Basumatary vacated
Sidli after winning the Kok-
rajhar Lok Sabha seat for
the UPPL this year. His win
ended a two-term drought
for any registered political
party in Kokrajhar.

Mr. Brahma not only de-
feated Suddho Kumar Ba-
sumatary of the Bodoland
People’s Front (BPF) but
his margin of victory -
37,016 votes — was one of
the highest for the 12 As-
sembly constituencies
across BTC ever.

Nine of these seats are
with NDA (UPPL eight and
BJP one) while the BPF,
which ruled the BTC for 17

&
UPPL president Pramod Boro.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

years until the UPPL as-
sumed power in 2020, has
three.

‘Unprecedented peace’
UPPL president Pramod
Boro, who is also the chief
executive member of the
BTC, attributed the Sidli
victory to the dividends
the party reaped for ensur-
ing “unprecedented”
peace across the BTR.

Mr. Boro was one of the
architects of the BTR Ac-
cord the Centre signed
with now-disbanded extre-
mist groups and the All Bo-
do Students’ Union in Janu-
ary 2020. He said the pact
ended decades of violence,
first for the quest for State-
hood for the Bodo tribal
people and then through
the “reign of fear” under
the BPF. “There was a time
when people were afraid of
setting foot in the BTR. To-
day, a peaceful atmosph-
ere prevails in the region,”
Mr. Boro told The Hindu af-
ter the party’s win.

“The Sidli result has
fuelled our hopes of doing
very well in the 2025 BTC
elections. I feel the by-elec-
tion result will help us win
most of the 40 seats in the
council.” he said.
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BJP Ally, Assam Bypoll Win a
Boost for Bodoland Polls

dierdt wEdwl, A 3UgAE Sfid
¥ s gamEl # WcaEdT

. A record bypoll win for its candidate in the Sidli
Assembly seat has boosted the confidence of the United
People’s Party Liberal (UPPL) ahead of polls to Assam’s
Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) in 2025.

el Rrurerwen e d Rels sugamE Sia 2 gamses
fiuew qrét faeer (UPPL) &1 3TcATaard Seram §, S
3H & dEtdds A aRwe (BTC) & 2025 gt @

TEe E3

. The win has made UPPL, one of the two regional
allies of BJP, believe that its "peace-driven
development model" has more takers and will help it
retain power in the BTC's 40 constituencies.

Ig Sird derdY & ar & eaiferar & & U UPPL &r
faearg fearrdy & & 3ger " anifa-3mena Qe Az
e AT § 3 BTC &7 40 HeY 9T IdT ST 3@
H Ace M|

. The Sidli contest was a major challenge for UPPL
candidate Nirmal Kumar Brahma, who had to retain the

seat vacated by Joyanta Basumatary while also winning
convincingly.

UPPL & 3¥#igar fasier $AR sear & fore Reeh gama
T 97 Feilehl oY, oI a1 gAY caRT @rell & 18
die @l FA1T WA 3R Ferdr ST g1fe et ot

. Joyanta Basumatary vacated the Sidli seat after
winning the Kokrajhar Lok Sabha seat for UPPL earlier
this year, ending a two-term drought for any political
party in Kokrajhar.

AT FYATH o $H Aol T YT H HIAIFIR
AT He Sias & a6 cer die @rellr & &1, forad
HSIR H Rl ot Tl g 6T &t wrdwre $r
Ft AT g3
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Nirmal Kumar Brahma defeated Suddho Kumar Basumatary of the Bodoland
People’s Front (BPF) with a margin of 37,016 votes, one of the highest margins
across BTC's 12 Assembly constituencies.

fade AR gEaT A ARz diuew we (BPF) & gaul FAR TYATRT A1 37,016 aret &
3R O &UT, S BTC i 12 Renawsm Wl & gad 93 37w & & U 2|

Of these 12 Assembly seats, 9 are with NDA (8 UPPL and 1 BJP), while the BPF has 3
seats.

3oT 12 TaursTae d@el & & 9 vaAsiv (8 UPPL 3R 1 dfiedY) & urg §, Sefh BPF & 91d
3R g

‘Unprecedented Peace’

‘Ir9[aqa enfer

UPPL president Pramod Boro, also the Chief Executive Member of BTC, attributed the
Sidli victory to the dividends reaped from ensuring “unprecedented peace” across the
Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR).

UPPL 3reaeT 9alg aRY, St BTC & A& aeR Weed o ¢, o Rgeh sfa# 47
dRls R & (BTR) # “an(aqd aife” gaRead &&= & &

Pramod Boro was one of the architects of the BTR Accord, signed in January 2020
with disbanded extremist groups and the All Bodo Students’ Union.

yAlG SR A Sl 2020 A BTR ¥l & AT F voq@ i@ s, s e fho
9T 33ar) THEH IR A N TS FfAAA F T g3

He said the pact ended decades of violence related to the quest for Statehood for the
Bodo tribal people and the “reign of fear” under BPF.

3egie gl [ I8 FeEsiiar a8 FTaaTdT a9 & Tsded T AT 3R BPF & dgd
HF & AT T AT FAT &

Pramod Boro emphasized that there was a time when people were afraid to enter the
BTR, but today, a peaceful atmosphere prevails.

JAE YA ST ST el o Teh AT AT I NI BTR H 932 e & =g O, ofeet

31T gt anfaqet Al g
The Sidli bypoll result has raised UPPL’s hopes of doing very well in the 2025 BTC
elections, with expectations to win most of the 40 council seats.

fgel 3ugema IR = UPPL 1 37301 o1 &1 & % 98 2025 BTC gamal & et
gesiel e 3R 40 aRwg Wt & & ftewier w Sha =1 |

Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC)

The Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) is an autonomous body under the
provisions of the Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution.

It was established in 2003 as a result of the Bodo Accord signed between the
Government of India, the Government of Assam, and the Bodo Liberation Tigers
(BLT).
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e This agreement aimed to fulfill the socio-economic, educational, and cultural
aspirations of the Bodo people while promoting the development of the Bodoland
Territorial Region (BTR).

Key Features of BTC:

e Establishment:
o Formed under the Sixth Schedule through the Memorandum of Settlement
signed on February 10, 2003.
e Jurisdiction:
o Covers the four districts of Kokrajhar, Chirang, Baksa, and Udalguri in
Assam.
e Structure:
o The BTC consists of 46 members:
= 40 elected members.
*» 6 nominated members, chosen by the Governor of Assam.
e Administrative Powers:
o The BTC has legislative, executive, and financial powers over 40 subjects,

including:
» Land management.
= Forests.

» Education.
» Agriculture.
= Health.
e Funding:
o BTC operates its finances under the Bodoland Territorial Council Fund
Rules, 2012, allowing independent management of funds.
e Cultural Importance:
o Works to preserve the linguistic, cultural, and ethnic identity of the Bodos and
other communities in the region.
¢ Recent Updates:
o In 2020, the Bodo Peace Accord was signed to enhance the autonomy and
governance of the BTC while ensuring peace in the region.
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Maha victory

Welfare schemes and identity politics
propelled the BIP to power

he alliance of the BJP, the NCP Ajit Pawar
T faction and Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde’s Shiv Sena faction — the Mahayuti
— has scored a comprehensive victory in the Mah-
arashtra Assembly election. The alliance got
nearly 50% of the vote share; in the Konkan,
North Maharashtra and western Maharashtra re-
gions, its vote share crossed the halfway mark.
While the Mahayuti increased its vote share
across all regions, the Maha Vikas Aghadi — an al-
liance of the Congress, the Shiv Sena Uddhav
Thackeray faction and Sharad Pawar’s NCP — saw
its support decline across the State. The BJP
alone got 132 seats, which is nearly a majority in
the 288-strong Assembly, and the tally of the al-
liance is nearly five times that of the MVA which
was limited to 50 seats for all its partners com-
bined. The Maharashtra outcome settles several
questions and opens new ones for all the players
concerned, and for democracy and pluralism.
The Maharashtra victory, close on the heels of
that in Haryana, has restored the BJP’s domi-
nance, which appeared shaken by the outcome
of the 2024 general election. The party has no im-
mediate challenger as it has managed to mobilise
religious, regional, caste and class sentiments in
its favour, decimating opponents and rendering
its partners irrelevant. Whoever becomes the
Chief Minister, the dynamics of the alliance has
been decisively transformed in the BJP’s favour.
The victory in Maharashtra will reinforce the
authority of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister Amit Shah in the BJP, not-
withstanding the party’s loss in Jharkhand. The
marginal gains made by the Congress in the gen-
eral election were not indicative of any substan-
tive turn in politics, and the party is at a loss yet
again. The Congress’s clamour for a caste census
and its line about the Constitution being in dan-
ger were effectively countered by the BJP. The
BJP’s call for Hindu consolidation had more tak-
ers, and it could paint the MVA as a platform of
dominant Marathas and for Muslim appease-
ment. Welfare schemes, particularly cash doles
for women, also worked in the Mahayuti’s favour.
Uddhav Thackeray has been harshly punished by
the electorate for splitting with the BJI? and align-
ing with the Congress and NCP. Sharad Pawar’s
political base has been eroded and his party is
staring at an uncertain future. Maharashtra’s pro-
vincial politics has yielded to the BJP’s overarch-
ing Hindutva platform, which also has a strand of
Maratha language pride and a regional iconogra-
phy, for instance, in the invocation of Shivaji and
V.D. Savarkar. The BJP needs to show wisdom
and statesmanship in this moment of triumph.
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Maha Victory
AgT [Asg

The alliance of the BJP, the NCP Ajit Pawar
faction, and Chief Minister Eknath Shinde’s
Shiv Sena faction — Mahayuti — has scored a
comprehensive victory in the Maharashtra
Assembly election.

HTSTAT, T (3l 9aR [e) 3R Fegah
vy RIS F Redar e & Tsawe, #weT I
3 AgRISE AW ToAd H FaGET A
g #r &l

e The alliance got nearly 50% of the vote share; in Konkan,
North Maharashtra, and Western Maharashtra, its vote share
crossed the halfway mark.

3H ST I oIS 50% ale AW [Fa; Fwor, 3T
AERTSE, 3R Uf¥gd FAgRISE & 3T dic M 50% F 8w &

T

¢ While the Mahayuti increased its vote share across all
regions, the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) — an alliance of
Congress, the Shiv Sena (Uddhav Thackeray faction), and
Sharad Pawar's NCP — saw its support decline across the
state.

StgT #gT i sl &=t 7 39a dle R ForT, aEt Her
fawr 3 (vAdiv) — 99 99, RI9@r (3gua o
7€), 3 e qaR H Tt nfAe oA — w1 FEAT Q
T H FH G|

e The BJP alone got 132 seats, nearly a majority in the 288-
member Assembly; the alliance’s total is nearly five times
that of MVA, which was limited to 50 seats.

$TSTAT o 37ohor 132 Wi ST, i 288 WeedTr faemarwsm &
ST SEA g Tout dI o W vAdT Hr et § u
AT AT §, S 50 Wel W e 18|

e The Maharashtra outcome settles several questions and
opens new ones for all players concerned, and for democracy
and pluralism.
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HAERTSE FT IROTH F3 quﬁﬁg«wdl%mmﬁmﬁﬁqﬁ,mﬁw
& forT AT Harer 3ordar gl

Restoration of BJP’s Dominance

$TSTYT & gU¥d Y dgTelY

The Maharashtra victory, close on the heels of that in Haryana, has restored the BJP’s
dominance, which appeared shaken after the 2024 general election.

FRATOM A Sl & R a1g Al AgRISg A Sfia o 2024 F 1 ATET & dTe SITHIMA

HTSTIT & JUET T dgTdT X [&aT gl

The BJP has no immediate challenger, having mobilized religious, regional, caste, and
class sentiments in its favor, decimating opponents and rendering its partners
irrelevant.

HISTIT & U I Alchiioeh dellcll w61 ¢ adifeh 38e1 eTfdiah, &=, St 3K aeffr
SITEAT3NT T 379 geT H TIfdd Y foram &, o [ueh sk & av § 3R 3895
Fgar 3wmEies g v gl

Whoever becomes the Chief Minister, the dynamics of the alliance have been decisively
transformed in the BJP’s favor.

e HEIHAT 1S 8 ot Toatre I Ateltiasn Afahr srerar & ga1 & @i &7 @
gl IS gl

Impact on Leadership and Opposition

Aqed 3R RFuar W v

The victory will reinforce the authority of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah in the BJP, notwithstanding the party’s loss in Jharkhand.

g SN et g A 3R F 75w AT aE & AT 7 g FF AT
FLEN, 9T & ITE Y FIRWS H §R T THAT HLAT IST &l

The Congress’s clamour for a caste census and its line about the Constitution being
in danger were countered effectively by the BJP.

S FAMOTAT T FHAT 7 AT 3R FRAUT @aX A & 3T 91T HT AT A
qﬂﬁéﬂﬁwml

The BJP’s call for Hindu consolidation had more takers, and it painted the MVA as a
platform of dominant Marathas and for Muslim appeasement.

AT 1 g whIFor dhr T 1 31Tt FHSH e, 3R 38 THdIT @ g
FSTHT 3R AR TEFIT & AT & ®7 A 921 foham|

Role of Welfare Schemes

FEATTHRRT A1t Hr AT
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o Welfare schemes, particularly cash doles for women, worked in the Mahayuti’s favor.
HATUTHRT AT, WHAN & ARt & AT davg weraar, #Agr Ifa & 9a7 A gemma
@

¢ Uddhav Thackeray faced harsh punishment from the electorate for splitting with the
BJP and aligning with Congress and the NCP.

3T ST hl HTSTIT { e T g1 3 I 3R T § I6aeeT el & fov

Aderansit Y FI FAT HT AT FLAT ST

o Sharad Pawar’s political base has been eroded, and his party is staring at an
uncertain future.

NS 9aR FT ToTlfas IR FASR & AT §, 3R 3ahr aréf srfaReaa sfasa &t
JIHAT I T gl

Cultural and Regional Dimensions

arepfas 3R e smam

e Maharashtra’s provincial politics has yielded to the BJP’s overarching Hindutva
platform, incorporating Maratha language pride and regional iconography, including
Shivaji and V.D. Savarkar.

HERTSE & TichT ToTeliicd HISTIT o AT figea #9 & dgd 3 715 &, foraed awdr
T &1 3T 3R aNT gcdlieh, A fAarsh 3R .8 |t anfae g

e The BJP now needs to show wisdom and statesmanship in this moment of triumph.

3 TSI T 3H S & &707 H geftrerar 3R Tereiar st W e B SR B

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




www.patrioticias.in

Contact Number: 9971932488

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Celebrating a legend, celebrating a singer-awardee

IGS Paper |: Societ

n March 2024, The Music Academy, Madras
announced T.M. Krishna as the recipient of
the prestigious Sangita Kalanidhi award,
which is given annually to outstanding
musicians. But over the past seven to eight
months, there has been an ongoing wave of
criticism and backlash directed at Mr. Krishna,
posing a challenge to the freedom of expression.

Beyond his profession as a musician, Mr.
Krishna actively voices his views on social issues
such as politics, caste, language, and the role of
music, in his speeches and writing. His views
have sparked anger among dominant groups,
who lack the openness and the tolerance to
engage in meaningful dialogue on these topics.
They seek to suppress his freedom of expression,
employing various tactics to silence his
anti-hegemonic perspectives and remove him
from the public sphere.

The recipient of the Sangita Kalanidhi award
also receives the M.S. Subbulakshmi Award
instituted by The Hindu. Mr. Krishna had
previously written an in-depth article on M.S.
Subbulakshmi, “MS Understood”, which has
since drawn criticism, with some accusing him of
defaming her, leading to questions about how he
could be awarded the honour named after her.
M.S. Subbulakshmi’s grandson, Shrinivasan, took
the matter to court, stating that the person who
insulted his grandmother should not be given an
award in her name. The Madras High Court has
now delivered its judgement.

An insightful article

The article written by Mr. Krishna is a rare and
insightful study of a musician. One approach in
literary criticism is to explore the relationship
between a writer’s life and their work, and Mr.
Krishna applies this brilliantly to music. There is
no doubt about M.S. Subbulakshmi’s remarkable
personality, but the article delves into whether
she was able to fully express it through her music.
Her songs serve as the primary evidence. By
continuously listening to her songs, the article
seeks to uncover whether the artistic excellence
in her music was a result of her creative freedom
or a compulsion to conform, and seeks reasons in
her life for this dynamic.

The article divides M.S. Subbulakshmi’s life
into three phases, describing how she sang
during each period, the kinds of songs she chose,
and the reasons behind these choices — all
conveyed with a blend of logic and beauty. It also
explores various opinions within the inner world
of Carnatic music, presenting them as oral
evidence.

As a singer himself, Mr. Krishna has been able
to gather these perspectives, examine them, trace
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the reasons behind their emergence, and offer his
own insights.

The family of M.S. Subbulakshmi may take
issue with the passages in the article that address
her caste and her husband, but there is no
transgression in them. Mr. Krishna presents his
thoughts in a cultured language. In our society,
while religion can be changed, caste remains
unalterable. How can the Devadasi background,
in which M.S. was born and raised, be concealed?
It is a widely acknowledged fact in the public
sphere that she was under the influence of her
husband, who played a significant role in
determining the composition of her concerts.

This article is a profound commentary on M.S.
Subbulakshmi, a widely admired public figure.
Listening to her songs with the understanding
offered by this article allows for a deeper
experience of her music. Beyond general interest,
one can explore the variety of songs she
performed. “Some people feel that this article
insults her memory. In fact, I have celebrated her
in the best possible way,” says Mr. Krishna in the
preface to the Tamil translation. Those who have
read it carefully can understand it better.

The Madras High Court verdict

The Madras High Court did not address whether
Mr. Krishna insulted M.S. Subbulakshmi in its
verdict. It raised no objections to the conferment
of the ‘Sangita Kalanidhi’ award by the Music
Academy on Mr. Krishna. Instead, the High Court
focused on the Sangita Kalanidhi M.S.
Subbulakshmi Award, which is presented by The
Hindu to the recipient of the Sangita Kalanidhi
award and includes a prize of 1 lakh.

In her will, M.S. Subbulakshmi has stated that
she did not want any award to be given in her
name. Based on this, the judgment ruled that to
respect her wishes, a cash prize could be
awarded without using her name. The award
presented by The Hindu is titled the ‘Sangita
Kalanidhi M.S. Subbulakshmi Award.” However,
the Tamil media, which confused the ‘Sangita
Kalanidhi’ award given by the Music Academy
with the ‘Sangita Kalanidhi M.S. Subbulakshmi
Award’ presented by The Hindu to the awardee,
misreported the verdict.

The media mistakenly understood that the
Sangita Kalanidhi award is given in M.S.
Subbulakshmi’s name. Tamil newspapers,
television channels, and social media have
wrongly reported that there is a ban on
conferring the Sangita Kalanidhi Award in her
name. There have also been reports claiming that
the High Court has stayed the conferment of the
Sangita Kalanidhi award on Mr. Krishna.

When the High Court took up the case, it was

reported with the same confusion. Some English
media outlets also misunderstood the situation.
The judgment was not clearly understood due to
a lack of basic knowledge about the background
of the award. This raises questions about the
credibility of the news published by the media.

The verdict stated that The Hindu should not
use the name of M.S. Subbulakshmi. This raises a
few questions. In previous years, the winners of
the Sangita Kalanidhi Award were presented with
the award in M.S.’s name. What will happen to
those instances? The High Court did not provide a
judgment on that matter, possibly choosing not to
interfere in such past decisions.

In the future, when The Hindu awards the 31
lakh prize to the recipient of the Sangita
Kalanidhi Award, M.S. Subbulakshmi’s name
cannot be used. This means that either the name
of the award must be changed or it will need to be
presented under a different name.

Another question arises. Awards are given in
the name of M.S. Subbulakshmi not only by The
Hindu but also by other organisations. For
example, the ‘Eyal Isai Nataka Manram’ of the
Government of Tamil Nadu presents the ‘M.S.
Subbulakshmi Award’ every year. Singer S. Janaki
received the award for 2016 and Vani Jayaram
won it in 2020. Will the High Court ruling apply
to such awards as well? The judgment lists several
issues named after her but does not address these
awards. If someone were to challenge these
awards in court, citing the judgment, it could
result in them being halted.

A wish fulfilled

As in the verdict, Mr. Krishna is not affected. He
can still receive the Sangita Kalanidhi award. And
the cash prize offered by The Hindu can also be
awarded. However, M.S. Subbulakshmi’s name
can no longer be used for any award. In her will,
M.S. Subbulakshmi stated: “After my death, no
trust or memorial should be erected in my name.
No funds should be raised or given in my name.”

If M.S. Subbulakshmi’s wish is to be respected,
her name should be removed from all awards and
recognitions, in line with this judgment. In the
context of conferring the Sangita Kalanidhi on Mr.
Krishna this year, and the subsequent court
battle, it can be said that her wish has been
fulfilled. Mr. Krishna, who celebrated MS through
his article, has now honoured her wish.

Until now, it was not publicly known that she
had written such a thing in her will. The
information in the will, written over 25 years ago,
has now come to light, reinforcing a dimension of
her personality wherein she refrains from placing
herself at the forefront. T.M. Krishna has paved
the way for this. Both deserve to be celebrated.

Celebrating a Legend, Celebrating a Singer-Awardee
UF fhacdl FT o, 0F MAH-TEHR faarar F1 1ot

In March 2024, The Music Academy, Madras announced T.M. Krishna
as the recipient of the prestigious Sangita Kalanidhi award, which is
given annually to outstanding musicians.

AR 2024 &, g FOF v, Agw A yfaffsa wofla Farfafer e
¥ faoar & ¥ 7 duw. Fom f °wom A, S F A IFe
s RT F &I Jrar g1
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Over the past seven to eight months, there has been an ongoing wave of criticism and
backlash against Mr. Krishna, challenging the freedom of expression.

oo 7@ 8 A A, A.uA. Foom & f@ed reraen 3 wfay & oge 38 8, 5
ffeafFa A Fadar el A B

Beyond his profession as a musician, Mr. Krishna actively voices his views on social
issues like politics, caste, language, and the role of music, which has sparked anger
among dominant groups.

Teh HIAMPR & 9T @ W, A Hoon Aareiifar, Shfar, smam AR dale & spfdemr s
ATTSS HGal R 391 IR Afhd &7 @ I a:d €, ST wepeaermeh qoqet o
AR der @ g

These groups have employed tactics to silence his anti-hegemonic perspectives and
remove him from the public sphere.

ST THE! o 3oTeh quea-fae TfReHIOr A 9 e 3R Io¢ Sl 8T § g &
T &5 al% 39T B

The recipient of the Sangita Kalanidhi award also receives the M.S. Subbulakshmi
Award instituted by The Hindu.

Halld Fefafd [ER & faoiar #1 g g garT Tuifid wh.uw. Feqaedl TR ol
fAerdr &

Mr. Krishna had previously written an article titled “MS Understood” on M.S.
Subbulakshmi, which drew criticism, with some accusing him of defaming her.

AT PN o TA.UY. Fegargd! T “TATH IHSWES” G Uah o @ forar o1, 5

3TARIAT T GTHAT LT 93T, 3R $C & 3 W 3¢ FeellH HIA I 3R AT

M.S. Subbulakshmi’s grandson, Shrinivasan, took the matter to court, stating that the
person who insulted his grandmother should not receive an award in her name.

TA.TH. Feqead! & Od, sfAaras, 3 3ererd # ARH e, Ig Fed gu
ST 3ot ST 1 AT fhar 38 3e1eh ATH W GRERR g1 el =1fge|

The Madras High Court has now delivered its judgment on the matter.
HEW 39 SARTET & 376 $H AF W 3791 @0 g &2 g

An Insightful Article
TH M o
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The article written by Mr. Krishna is a rare and insightful study of a musician, applying
a literary criticism approach to explore the relationship between a musician’s life and
their work.

AT UM @RI ToIET 7 Ig oG Ueh Golst 3R gt ey g, forasd v HaflahR o
SfiaeT 3R 379 T & TaY T et & fov Fifgfcgs reiaar & gieaior Hi

3YATIT AT g

The article divides M.S. Subbulakshmi’s life into three phases, describing how she
sang during each period, the kinds of songs she chose, and the reasons behind these
choices.
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f& 3ogiel Ycdeh At & HO a1, 3giel fhd GhR & T g, 3N 51 vt &
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It examines whether her artistic excellence resulted from creative freedom or a
compulsion to conform, finding reasons in her life for this dynamic.

Ig S Il & o 3oTehl FellcaA® ScgpsedT TaaleH® Faaaar s Rome & a1
Iefdetel & faw arear &1, 3R s8¢ NS & FROT 30¢ Slad J Gierdr 8

Mr. Krishna explores various opinions within the Carnatic music world, presenting
them as oral evidence, which adds depth to the study.

A FT A FeAtfeF wita fr gfaar F sfiar RAffe RErt @1 smdvor &, 3+
Af@F weT H T A T T, ST AT HT TGS YT HLeT ¢

The article addresses M.S. Subbulakshmi’s caste and her husband’s influence,
which might cause discomfort to her family, but there is no transgression in them.

I o TA.TH. FegagdAl Hr snfa 3R 3o afd & gs1a &1 G Hr g, St 3o
aRER T 36T X Thll §, dAfchel SHA HIS el o1 76T B

The article emphasizes that Devadasi background cannot be ignored, as it is a widely
acknowledged public fact.

g A 30 §1d W SR T ¢ 1o Gaarell qoas{fd 1 AoR3ierst el fhar S devr,
iR Yg Uh 9 ¥ ¥ AT Aol a2y gl

Listening to her songs with the understanding offered by this article allows for a deeper
experience of her music.

$H O EART Yl &1 75 A & HY 3eieh INdl I Folell 3eTeh HIfcl I TG
371379 el T B

In the preface to the Tamil translation, Mr. Krishna notes, “Some people feel that this
article insults her memory. In fact, | have celebrated her in the best possible way.”

dfHeT 37eIare &1 TEdias # A HIOT FEd g, "FE AN B q9rar ¢ F qw dw A
Tfa T AIATT a1 g1 TEAT A, A 378 WO IS ahF ¥ et B g

The Madras High Court Verdict

AGIH 30 ~q T &1 faoir
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The Madras High Court did not address whether Mr. Krishna insulted M.S.
Subbulakshmi in its verdict.

FO 329 #OR—TeE o 39 AU A 75 @eifed a8 fhar & s o1 3 we.
Feqere Al T AT AT AT |

It raised no objections to the conferment of the ‘Sangita Kalanidhi’ award by the Music
Academy on Mr. Krishna.

ST HIllA 3ehresAl GaRT AT HSUT &l “Wfld Fenfafer EHR &7 ) IS 39T 780
Sdg|
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Instead, the High Court focused on the Sangita Kalanidhi M.S. Subbulakshmi Award,
which is presented by The Hindu and includes a prize of ¥1 lakh.

SHG TN, 3¢9 AT o WA FAATY TH.OH. Feqolad! [EFR’ W &I Hiod
foma, St g R ganT e sirar § 3R 50e 31 a1@ 7 wiehe, [[ERR ATAS &

M.S. Subbulakshmi’s Will
TH.TH. PeqareAl 1 aHTd

In her will, M.S. Subbulakshmi stated that she did not want any award to be given in her
name.

Hol aEId F, TH.UH. GeqaaHl o &gl foh g8 oAgl digan A o o1 1 WHS

st R fear e
Based on this, the judgment ruled that to respect her wishes, a cash prize could be
awarded without using her name.

$Hh IMUR W, A0 & Fgl a1 & 3T STom3it 1 FFAT FXd gU AP [EPR

3ok ATH HT 39T U 8o ar S gehar

The award presented by The Hindu is titled the ‘Sangita Kalanidhi M.S.
Subbulakshmi Award.’

g Rgcarr ar I arell R ‘@l Fenfafd wa.ow. gegaed! &R 71 &
ST ST €

Media Misreporting
#Hfzar it aa Rafar
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Tamil media misreported the judgment, confusing the ‘Sangita Kalanidhi’ award by the
Music Academy with the ‘Sangita Kalanidhi M.S. Subbulakshmi Award’ by The
Hindu.

dffe MSAr & Aoty & srea Raféer 6, wefla sFeaAr carr Gu arv wofia
Feliafr [WEFR’ 3 g R ganT v av wafta Fenfafer wr.ow. gegaed [ r
& #fAT X el

It was mistakenly reported that the High Court banned the conferment of the Sangita
Kalanidhi award in her name.

Tad s § R far arn o soa Famrers & @ofta Fenfafdr R a1 306 a5
W & W gfaaer o feam

Some reports also claimed that the High Court stayed the conferment of the Sangita
Kalanidhi award on Mr. Krishna, which is incorrect.

o ROcw # 75 o arar fFar o= 6 3o e o A 507 I @l Fenfare
QEFR &l 9T ek of@mTg, ST ITeid g
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Future Implications

AfasT & gHET

When The Hindu awards the %1 lakh prize to the recipient of the Sangita Kalanidhi
Award, M.S. Subbulakshmi’s name cannot be used.

o9 g g 31 oM@ &1 qEHR HIld FATA QEHR HTCcIohell i oM, o TH.UH.
FeaqoaHl T AT 30T 8T fhAT ST FehdT|

Either the name of the award must be changed, or it will need to be presented under a
different title.

T A QREHR & AT HY el S0, A7 38 T 37 e & dga G&da fmar

SITUTT|

Other organizations, such as the ‘Eyal Isai Nataka Manram’ of Tamil Nadu, also
present awards in her name.

T HITSH, S ATHCATS & ‘TIT FHTS ATCHT A, 3 37 A1H W &R o &
If someone challenges such awards in court, citing this judgment, it could lead to them
being halted.

afe HIg cAFT JHererd # 36 AUTT &1 garem &d U g EHRT H el & &, a
37¢ U T S FeheTl &

A Wish Fulfilled

UH FTOT I g9
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As per the verdict, Mr. Krishna is not affected and can still receive the Sangita
Kalanidhi award.

fAoTg & 3rgaR, A Foor yenfad €t & 3R 3 o woft wenfafdr qreR wrea
X T Bl

However, M.S. Subbulakshmi’s name can no longer be used for any award in the
future.

glelifeh, AT #H UA.TH. Fegeradll T 1H forell WEpR & fow 3ulr a1t foham o

HehddT|

Her will states: “After my death, no trust or memorial should be erected in my name. No
funds should be raised or given in my name.”

3AHT I FHedl ¢ “W YT F 91, N 17 W FI$ TEC T TARS g1 S0 41
I Tifew] A A W FS it 3 T e v 7y smer afge)”

T.M. Krishna has honored her wish, bringing attention to her will written over 25 years
ago.

A.UH. FOMS 3oTehl STOT I FFEAT fohaT A IeoTehl 25 ATl G TH—IA &1 3R
fomam|
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o This judgment reflects her personality, refraining from placing herself at the forefront.

Ig AU 39% afFdca &1 ST &, ST TG &l g A W@l ¥ a7 gl

India’s urban infrastructure financing, needs and reality

GS Paper Ill: Unrban

400 million in the last decade to 800 million
over the next three decades. While this offers
an opportunity to transform India’s urban
landscape, there are significant financial
challenges that must be overcome to get there. A
recent World Bank report estimates that India will
require about ¥70 lakh crore by 2036 to meet its
urban infrastructure needs. Current government
investment (2018 figures) in urban infrastructure
stands at around 1.3 lakh crore annually. This is
just a little over one-fourth of the required ¥4.6
lakh crore per year. Broadly, about 50% is
estimated for basic urban services, with the other
half for urban transport.

Issues at the local level
Municipal finances, a crucial component of urban
infrastructure funding, have remained stagnant
for decades. Since 2002, municipal finance has
stayed at just 1% of GDP. Municipal bodies
contribute 45% of urban investments, while the
remainder is managed by parastatal agencies.
Despite an increase in central and State transfers
from 37% to 44%, the financial health of
municipalities remains precarious. Tax revenue
grew by only 8% between 2010 and 2018, grants
by 14%, and non-tax revenue by 10.5%. However,
the share of municipalities’ own revenue sources
has declined from 51% to 43%, reflecting a
diminishing capacity for self-sufficiency.
Collection inefficiencies also exist in urban
local bodies (ULB). For instance, data from
201718 reveals that ULBs in Bengaluru and Jaipur
collect only 5%-20% of their potential tax
revenue. Nationwide, property tax collection
stands at a paltry ¥25,000 crore, which is only
0.15% of GDP. Further, cost recovery for services
ranges from 20% to 50%, highlighting the
significant gap between the costs of urban
services and the revenues generated from them.
Indian cities also struggle with low absorptive
capacity, further complicating the urban
infrastructure landscape. According to the
Fifteenth Finance Commission report, about 23%
of total municipal revenue remains unspent,
indicating a surplus in the municipal system that
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is not being effectively utilised. Even major cities
such as Hyderabad and Chennai only managed to
spend 50% of their capital expenditure budgets in
2018-19. The utilisation of central scheme funds
also leaves much to be desired, with the Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation (AMRUT) achieving 80%
utilisation and the Smart Cities Mission reaching
70%.

Public-private partnerships (PPPs), another
crucial avenue for urban infrastructure financing,
have seen a marked decline over the past decade.
PPP investments in urban infrastructure peaked
at ¥8,353 crore in 2012 but plummeted to just
467 crore by 2018, The viability of PPP projects
is often dependent on the availability of
payments or viability funding for ensuring
bankability; but due to the lack of project-specific
revenues, these projects further diminish
commercial attractiveness.

The next step is reform

Given the myriad of financial challenges outlined,
it is imperative to adopt a dual-pronged approach
with specific long-term and medium-term
measures. In the long term, carrying out
structural reform would be critical. These
reforms should include strengthening State
finance commissions to enhancing autonomy and
capacity for better financial management at the
municipal level. Additionally, empowering
municipal governments with greater financial and
administrative autonomy will be critical in
enabling them to manage and allocate resources
more effectively for urban development. This can
then attract the much-needed private capital,
through mechanisms such as debt borrowing,
and municipal bonds.

In the medium term, the following measures
can significantly transform the development of
sustainable urban infrastructure.

First, develop a robust pipeline of projects.
The High-Powered Expert Committee and 12th
Plan Working Group have developed a financing
framework to meet the ¥70 lakh crore urban
infrastructure investment requirement over the
next 20 years. About 15% of this total investment

could potentially come through PPPs, translating
to roughly 250-300 PPP projects annually. To
achieve this, a pipeline of 600-800 projects must
be in place.

Second, decouple project preparation from
financial assistance. The last two decades have
shown that investments in urban infrastructure
have not advanced to the extent required, often
due to hurried project preparation. As new
national programmes are conceived, it is essential
to decouple project preparation from financial
assistance. Ensuring that these projects are
designed for financial, social, and environmental
sustainability is vital, especially given India’s
vulnerability to climate change.

Third, leverage Digital Public Infrastructure
(DPI) for improved operations. Urban service
delivery, particularly in public transport, remains
hampered by outdated practices. Embracing DPI
can revolutionise the management and the
operation of public services, positioning India as
a global leader in this domain.

Fourth, capture land value in transport
projects. With half of the T70 lakh crore
investment by 2036 earmarked for urban
transport, particularly metro rail projects, there
is a unique opportunity to harness land value.
Metro and rail projects should be integrated with
urban development, ensuring that they bring jobs
closer to transit hubs and contribute to the
overall efficiency and design of cities.

The need for collaboration

To conclude, India’s urban future hinges on the
ability to address these financial and structural
challenges head-on. The stakes are high, and this
is the window for action. By pursuing both
immediate and long-term strategies, India can
build urban infrastructure that meets the
demands of its growing cities, thus ensuring
sustainable and inclusive development for the
decades to come. The path forward will require
collaboration across government levels, private
sector participation, and a relentless focus on
innovation and governance efficiency.

The views expressed are personal

India’s Urban Infrastructure Financing, Needs, and

Reality

AR @ Al gt g F GiE, sraeaFare ik

qrEdidehdr

e India’s urban population is projected to increase from 400 million in the last decade to
800 million over the next three decades.
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AR $1 Al FTATETT S G2F & 40 FNS H TgH 37Tl died GAHT H 80 FS 8T

STty

e A World Bank report estimates that India will need about ¥70 lakh crore by 2036 to
meet its urban infrastructure needs.

faeq d &1 RUIE & 3R, 2036 deh AR HT ATY AT ST hT ITTRIRATIHT
QT el & [T ST 70 AT S I IMALTehll Blat|

e Current government investment (2018 figures) in urban infrastructure is around ¥1.3
lakh crore annually, which is just a little over one-fourth of the required ¥4.6 lakh crore
per year.

A AT S A TAAT WHRT A (2018 & Hieh3) ¥1.3 AT FUF Gfe a¥ g,
ST 3TaeTH T4.6 AT FN3 Ufd ¥ FT haol Uh-didrs & AT 3HH gl

e About 50% of the required investment is estimated for basic urban services, and the
other half for urban transport.

3R AU I I 50% Her AT A3t 3R AW ered aRagar & v sregariaa
gl

Issues at the Local Level
AT TR 9T GATIT

¢ Municipal finances have remained stagnant for decades, staying at just 1% of GDP
since 2002.

mﬁmﬁaaam@r%mamgsﬂ%aﬂuoozﬁagmeopm 1% gl

e Municipal bodies contribute 45% of urban investments, with the remainder managed by
parastatal agencies.

B A FT 45% TRTET TR fAHT FT &, Tafh AT IFT-IRSRT Toifadr ganr
gafed giar &l

e Central and State transfers to municipalities have increased from 37% to 44%, but the
financial health of municipalities remains precarious.

TR ARl & FET 3R AT §EATARUT 37% & qGhT 44% 8T ITAT §, Afhe] IaTehT
fodr =afa 33 off FaaR &1

e The share of municipalities’ own revenue sources has declined from 51% to 43%,
showing reduced capacity for self-sufficiency.

TR AR & @9 & TsEd Tal 7 {1 51% & gehT 43% 8 a7 g, foaa
IMcATAIRGT T gedT &THaT &7 9T JodT &l

e Property tax collection nationwide stands at only ¥25,000 crore, which is 0.15% of GDP.

SAMT H FURT T I dadl 25,000 FUS &, i GDP &T 0.15% ¢l

o Cost recovery for urban services ranges between 20% and 50%, indicating a significant
gap between costs and revenue generation.

e WaT3f & T AeTa gl 20% & 50% & A= g, S e HR ToE 3cUeT &
9 93 3R @ g B
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e About 23% of total municipal revenue remains unspent, as per the Fifteenth Finance
Commission report.

uggd faa T T RUE & AR, Fel FAIR ToTEd T o9T$9T 23% ISIF el &

e Major cities like Hyderabad and Chennai only spent 50% of their capital expenditure
budgets in 2018-19.

YA AT S gedrag 3N Foels o 2018-19 H 370el Yol T Sic T shael 50%
Ty fahar|

o Utilisation rates of central schemes like AMRUT and the Smart Cities Mission are 80%
and 70%, respectively.

FET ASTATT T AMRUT 3T TAE A TR i 39dier ¥ FaAer: 80% 34 70%
gl

Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs)
Ao fas-fAst smeiied (PPPs)

e PPP investments in urban infrastructure peaked at ¥8,353 crore in 2012, but fell
drastically to ¥467 crore by 2018.

A AT e A PPP fAder 2012 # 28,353 T W WA W 2T, oAfcheT 2018 I I8

gl T467 FAS @ T
e Many PPP projects lack project-specific revenues, reducing their commercial
attractiveness.

®g PPP IRAIS3N # aRASeA-faferse Iorea & ®#AT & HROT 34T aifolfeds
3THYUTAT T ST &1

The Next Step is Reform

mnﬁm:gw

e Given the myriad of financial challenges outlined, it is imperative to adopt a dual-
pronged approach with specific long-term and medium-term measures.

faeia galfast 1 e # @ gU, e ey IR Aeww IEfr & AT g-awwr
TREHIVT 3TAAT RIS &

Long-Term Measures: Structural Reforms
QHEFIfAF UM EEACHS FUR

e Strengthening State Finance Commissions to enhance autonomy and capacity for
better financial management at the municipal level.

T Qg 3 & Jead T (IR 9T T 0T S} i g & fouw
Faradar 3 &TAdT S|
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¢ Empowering municipal governments with greater financial and administrative
autonomy to manage and allocate resources effectively.

TR e WeRT 1 ol 3R gemafas Tagadr e o=l & gaud AR
e H GUR |

e Attracting private capital through mechanisms such as debt borrowing and municipal
bonds.

FOT 3UR R TR ferer a3 519 o & Aregd 4 sl qelt 3meai¥a &=

Medium-Term Measures: Sustainable Urban Infrastructure

HEGHFTAN 3YM: Fad A JiAardY s

1. Develop arobust pipeline of projects.
Rttt # #aqy s@ar Refa wwm
o The High-Powered Expert Committee and 12th Plan Working Group estimate
a T70 @@ FAT investment requirement for urban infrastructure over the next 20
years.
37aTel 20 T & A AT @ o T 70 A1 FU3 foider v 3maegehar §
(BTS-UTas TerHUC FHACT 3R 1261 AISTAT 1A HAG I 3HTehels) |

o About 15% of this can come through Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs),
requiring 250-300 PPP projects annually.

A ¥ ST 15% iy qfaraamsit & aregsr & amean, oas o v ard

250-300 IRIAISTATIAT T 3TaeThdr gl |
o A pipeline of 600-800 projects should be ready to achieve this.

$H o8 @I gIad el & foT 600-800 IRASHIHT HT el JAR T g

2. Decouple project preparation from financial assistance.

RS I Fr AT ggEar ¥ 3T S|

o Past investments were hindered due to hurried project preparation.
94 # Sreearell # IREATSEAT G F FROT Adw ganfaa g3m

o Projects must be designed for financial, social, and environmental
sustainability, especially considering India’s vulnerability to climate change.

IR e, gefes 3t Wiy fRar & v e far ser
TIfRT, AT &7 & R A STerarg IRac i Gagereerdr #1 @ g

3. Leverage Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) for improved operations.
g TETeT & AT RBfSed adsfa®w = (DPI) F1 393
o Urban service delivery, especially in public transport, needs modernization.
el Aar farawor, [aAwe Ardeiiareh qRage &, ITARHRIOT I IaeTehrd gl
o DPI can revolutionize public service management and operations.
Sfoea adsfas e (DPI) Graafas dansit & geus iR dares & Fwifa o
TohdT g
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4. Capture land value in transport projects.
Ragsr aR@seat & fF qew 1 379N
o 70 AT AT FT IMT FEAT 2036 doh A IRagT W TT g, faas At o
RS A €
370 AT@ HU3 F M7 FEAT 2036 o AT IRage, [Tdwent At ¥
RS T @ g

o Integrate metro and rail projects with urban development to improve job
accessibility near transit hubs.

#AY 3 Yo Rt # aed e & @ thied X gee g E I
AR T YIS FGT=TT|

The Need for Collaboration

AT Y ATaTHdT

¢ India’s urban future hinges on addressing these financial and structural
challenges head-on.

AR FT A58 #RAsy 5o7 el 3 wvaeens gatfaat @ e = TR & g

o Collaborative efforts across government levels, private sector participation, and a
relentless focus on innovation and governance efficiency are essential.

WFR & [AffieT T, A a7 i smeierl, 3R AaER T aHT gaTar W TR
&I Shigd LT FfAard gl
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Why has Gautam Adani been indicted?

Under which laws have federal prosecutors in New York brought charges against Adani Group Chairman Gautam S. Adani, his nephew Sagar Adani, and s
Why did Adani Green executives allegedly bribe Indian government officials of various States?

Gption and

Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
n November 21, federal
prosecutors in New York
indicted Adani Group
Chairman Gautam S. Adani,
his nephew Sagar Adani, and six others
on multiple counts of fraud. The charges
stem from an alleged multibillion-dollar
scheme to bribe Indian officials in
exchange for favourable terms on solar
power contracts, which were projected to
generate over $2 billion in profits. “This
indictment alleges schemes to pay over
$250 million in bribes to Indian
government officials, to lie to investors
and banks to raise billions of dollars, and
to obstruct justice,” a press release issued
by the U.S. Attorney’s Office, Eastern
District of New York, s
Assistant Attorney General Lisa Miller.

Who are the defendants?
The defendants named in the case,
alongside Gautam Adani and his nephew
Sagar Adani (executive director of Adani
Green Energy), include — Vneet Jaain,
former CEO of Adani Green Energy; Ranjit
Gupta, who served as CEO of Azure
Power Global from 2019 to 2022; Rupesh
Agarwal, who headed Azure Power Global
from 2022 to 2023; Cyril Cabanes, former
managing director of Caisse de dépot et
placement du Québec (CDPQ) which is a
jority stockholder of Azure Power;
Saurabh Agarwal, former managing
director of CDPQ India; and Deepak
Malhotra, former executive of CDPQ.

‘What is the heart of the indictment?
A novel tender floated by the state-owned
Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI)
in 2019 forms the heart of the indictment
that has accused the Adani Group
Chairman and his associa ayi
over $250 million in bribes to Indian
government officials. The
manufacturing-linked solar tender was
eventually awarded to Adani Green

ergy and Azure Power with the former
claiming in a press statement at the time
that it had won “the world’s largest solar
award”. According to the indictment, the
$6 billion investment was projected to
yield over $2 billion in post-tax profits
over 20 years. However, the project
encountered an unexpected setback —
SECI was unable to sign power supply
agreements (PSAs) with State electricity
distribution companies (DISCOMs) due to
“high energy prices”. At this point, Adani
i allegedlv bribed
several St:
including Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Tal‘ml
Nadu, Chhatti: E

distribution companies into agreeing to
purchase solar power at above-market
rates. The U.S. case is based on the
premise that this is where the corruption
took place, and that Adani Green failed to
disclose this information to its investors in
the U.S., constituting fraud under federal
securities law.

The U.S. prosecutors have further
alleged that Gautam Adani personally met
with an unnamed “high-ranking
government official of Andhra Pradesh” in
August 2021 to expedite the execution of a
PSA between SECI and the State’s
DISCOMs, during which approximately
21,750 crore (85% of the alleged bribe) was
purportedly offered to the offi

‘What are the charges?
The indictment accuses Adani and his
es of conspiring to bribe Indian

In rage: Congress members stage a protest against Gautam

officials to secure energy contracts in a
purported violation of the Foreign
Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA). Although
enacted in 1977, the law has been more
stringently enforced in recent decades
resulting in substantial fines for major
companies, including Germany's

|

proximately $175 million from U.S.
investors. The Adani Green offering
about its

Adani over his role in an alleged multibillion-dollar bribery case, in Patna on November 24. ANt

from holding directorial or executiv
pos

anti-corruption and anti-bribery efforts
that were materially false or misleading,”
the indictment said. Additionally, Ada
and his associates have been accused of

Siemens, Brazil's 3
and a subsidiary of Halliburton, the 01]
s giant.

I’rc~ dent-elect Donald J. Trump
reportedly wanted to strike down the
legislation in his first term since he
considered it “unfair” to American
companies. Another prominent critic of
the law, Jay Clayton, whe rump
appointed as U.S. Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, contended
in a 2011 paper that U.S. anti-bribery
policies disproportionately

information from U.S.
investors as well as Indian stock
exchanges regarding ongoing federal
into their b

in 2023 and 2024.
Former employees of CDPQ — Cyril
Cabanes, Saurabh Agarwal, and Deepak
Malhotra — have been accused of
obstructing an investigation into the
bribery scheme by deleting emails an
g to provide false information to
. government. ln response to the
ictment, CDPQ iss

American companies in international
transactions, thereby undermining U.S.
competitiveness.

The prosecutors have alleged that the
defendants meticulously tracked their
bribes and offers to Indian officials using
messaging apps, phones, and PowerPoint
presentations, often employing “code
names” in their communications. It was
further claimed that two of the
defendants even engaged in discussions
to delete “incriminating electronic
materials, including emails, electronic
messages and a PowerPoint analysis.”

The defendants also stand accused of

secure over $3 billion in bank loans from
international financial institutions and
U.S.-based asset management firms.
“Gautam and Sagar Adani were engaged
in the bribery scheme during a
September 2021 note offering by Adani
Green that raised $750 million. including

“CDPQ is aware ofch:_\rgeﬁ filed in
against certain former
employees. Those employees were all
terminated in 2023 and CDPQ is
co-operating with U. dulhunnes. In light
i , we have no further
comment at this time.”

‘What about the civil Iawsuit?

The U.S. Security and Excha

(‘ommns n (SEC) has filed a p:\mllel civil
I suit against Adani and his associates

bribery scheme™. The alleges

What happens next?

The U.S. prosecutors have sought the
forfeiture of properties or proceeds
derived directly or indirectly as a result of
the offences. The case will now procee
to the “arraignment” stage where the
concerned judge will formally
communicate the charges to the
defendants and decide whether to grant
bail or not. The defendants will then be
required to enter a plea — either guilty or
not guilty. If they plead not guilty, the
case will move forward to a jury trial.
However, there is also a possibility of a
deal being struck between the Indian
tycoon and U.S. authorities lullu\vmg
which the billionaire could seek

dis 1 of the indictment.

As soon as news of the indictment
broke, Adani Green Energy Ltd, the
company at the heart of the allegations,
cancelled a $600 million bond sale, the
proceeds of which were intended to
refinance a foreign-currency loan. Several
Adani Group shares, including those of
the flagship firm Adani Enterprises, also
suffered massive losses ang their lower
circuits in early trade. An Adani Group

however, the

that they engaged in a scheme that
involved “paying or promising to pay the
equivalent of hundreds of millions of
dollars in bribes to Indian government
officials to secure their commitment to
purchase energy at above-market rates”.
This was reportedly done while
simultaneously raising $175 million from
based on “materially false
and misleading” statements. If proven,
the charges could invite hefty financial
penalties and a ban on the defendants

Indictment of Gautam Adani

adw 3rEE W OARY-99

e On November 21, federal prosecutors in New York indicted Adani Group Chairman
Gautam S. Adani, his nephew Sagar Adani, and six others on multiple counts of fraud.

21 AGE F ~gAH & FUT AR A WS TAF F AT Ataw vw. s,
3% el APR 3EEN 3R ©F 3T W aEYS F F$ 3T 90|

e The charges stem from an alleged multibillion-dollar scheme to bribe Indian officials
for favorable terms on solar power contracts projected to generate over $2 billion in

as baseless, asserting that the
conglomerate remains fully compliant
with all applicable laws. In a notable
fallout, Kenyan President William Ruto
has announced the cancellation of a
procurement process expected to hand
over control of the country’s main airport
to the Adani Group. A 30-year,
$736-million public-private partnership
deal the Kenyan energy m
signed with a unit of the Adani Group last
month to construct power transmission
lines has also been cancelled.

ons in companies that fall under U.S.

othel

THE GIST

-

Anovel tender floated by the
state-owned Solar Energy
Corporation of India (SECI) in
2019 forms the heart of the
indictment that has accused
the Adani Group Chairman and
his associates of paying over
$250 million in bribes to Indian
government officials

-

The indictment accuses Adani
and his associates of
conspiring to bribe Indian
officials to secure energy
contracts in a purported
violation of the Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act (FCPA).

-

As soon as news of the
indictment broke, Adani Green
Energy Ltd, the company at the
heart of the allegations,
cancelled a $600 million bond
sale, the proceeds of which
were intended to refinance a
foreign-currency loan.
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profits.
IR Th AT Aedfafaga-sier A d 53 § orad s sfaeRat a2

fafeaa & 3ifte &1 amer & arer A el el TR 3efhel ot U #Re & faT
Read & 7151

Prosecutors claim over $250 million in bribes were paid to Indian government officials,
investors were misled, and justice was obstructed.

AR &1 grar § F $250 Afoaa @ wfas & Read saRdT W Rt i
& a8, fAdRrel 1 IFRTE R a1, AR = A arer ggars TS|

Defendants in the Case

AHS A IR

Defendants include Gautam Adani, Sagar Adani, Vneet Jaain (former CEO of Adani
Green Energy), and others like Ranjit Gupta, Rupesh Agarwal, Cyril Cabanes,
Saurabh Agarwal, and Deepak Malhotra.

R F aitqar sl aeR 3rswE, Rl e (e i st & qd @igs), 3k
I S TSt I, T 3rare, AR Farew, @R s@rare, 3 o JegEr
enfaer &

Key Issue in the Indictment
IRY-I FT FET gl

A 2019 tender by the Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI) is at the center of the
allegations. This tender was awarded to Adani Green Energy and Azure Power for a
$6 billion project, expected to yield $2 billion in post-tax profits over 20 years.

2019 &7 =X, W e Uit HURAT FE BT (SECI) gar’T JIRT fhar a3 4,
IR & dg F g1 I8 N IWsEN AT vt 3R AR graw # $6 feras aR@ear &

o fear aram, f3Ed 20 aut 7 $2 a1 o g fr 3FAeg oA

Due to high energy prices, SECI couldn’t sign Power Supply Agreements (PSAS)
with State electricity distribution companies (DISCOMs). Adani Green executives
allegedly bribed officials in Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Chhattisgarh, and
Jammu and Kashmir to secure above-market rates for solar power.

Fol $ 3TT A & FROT SEC| Iray Fods WHHATH (PSAs) W I faster faavor
Hafadi (DISCOMs) & HIY EAER gl X HHI| H3EAT WA & AFIRAT o7 FAT
X 9¥ 3nf3em, 3mrer weer, affrerg, sdwere, 3N o, AR FER A SR X @ U
) 8 Far @le & v 3wt #F Read &

Charges Brought Forward
AT AT IHRT
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Defendants have been charged under the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) for
bribing Indian officials. This law, enacted in 1977, has seen stricter enforcement in
recent years.

IRTTAT oX fagelt srserar sgaeR sfafaas (FCPA) & dgd sIRAT AfRsiiar ar
Read &1 &7 IRIT ST 317 §1 T§ FHlofed 1977 & o9 I AT AR gl & awf &
SH FE&AT ¥ o fohar I Bl

Adani Green executives allegedly used messaging apps, PowerPoint presentations,

and code names to meticulously track bribes and engaged in discussions to delete
incriminating electronic materials.

3EET M F AFRRIRAT oF AT A W Regal FF ¢ Fel & forv AAfer o,
qrauise YeieerT, 3R F3 al & 39T Far 3R IR soweiias a@e gaa Hr
wreffait 3 anfFer gul

The defendants also face charges of securities fraud and wire fraud, allegedly

concealing FCPA violations to secure over $3 billion in loans from international financial
institutions.

INTRAT W RAFNREAST Wiz AT I™@T $is &1 o 3IRT T, Seeler &9 dlt W FCPA
oot # U IR fadT gearE @ $3 Rfeaa @ 31 & o1 urea fFu)

During a September 2021 note offering, Adani Green raised $750 million, including
$175 million from U.S. investors, while making misleading anti-corruption claims.

RAdex 2021 1 v FAle IR F R, e Mo 7 $750 AfTe Ser, A $175
fafoaer 3R Pt @ afde &, Safs aEs geeaR-Ad g fHu)

Charges Against Former CDPQ Employees
qd CDPQ FH=IRE! & f@ars 3mia

Former employees of CDPQ — Cyril Cabanes, Saurabh Agarwal, and Deepak
Malhotra — have been accused of obstructing an investigation into a bribery
scheme by deleting emails and agreeing to provide false information to the U.S.
government.

CDPQ & Y& Far) RRe waww, Wer srrare, 3R dive Aeghr w Regq@ry drsren
& S A ST STee & SR g AR A IeEr & & faw weAfa & &1 3w
gl

CDPQ issued a statement saying, “CDPQ is aware of charges filed in the U.S. against
certain former employees. Those employees were all terminated in 2023, and CDPQ is
cooperating with U.S. authorities.”

CDPQ & Ush &alel & g, "fEdiay #1 F& qd FHARA & @arw 3@Alsr & e
HRGE A ATARHY 1 3T FATRAT FY 2023 F ger AT ™A1 U971 3R CDPQ AN
sftREt & @ wgAw & @

The Civil Lawsuit

AR HheHAT
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e The U.S. Security and Exchange Commission (SEC) has filed a parallel civil lawsuit
against Adani and his associates “for conduct arising out of a massive bribery scheme.”

IANA R[AFRE 3 v FARE (SEC) A 3rzEt 3k 39F wgafay & [aw
TF FATAT dARTRS FheAT TR FFaT 8, el "Teh 937 Read@Ry st &1 3R

SR AT ¢

e The complaint alleges that they engaged in a scheme involving paying or promising to
pay hundreds of millions of dollars in bribes to Indian government officials to secure
their commitment to purchase energy at above-market rates.

RIad & 3T § fF 3ogis AR THRT AfAFRAT Fr FAST sTer F1 Reaad &
T A T FIET FIA HT ol Fo18, dlfh SR &3 T 3HTH & G ol TG Hr
gfdecydr giffier $r S dh|

e Simultaneously, they raised $175 million from U.S. investors based on “materially
false and misleading” statements.

|y &, Sepiel FARAY et § $175 Afdger Jerw, s aifdes &9 @ 30 3R
HTAS" JATAT 9T TR |

e If proven, the charges could lead to hefty financial penalties and a ban on holding
directorial or executive positions in companies under U.S. exchange regulations.

3R 3R Gifed gid & ar Ig 9y e &3 3R 3RS [IfFTaAr & gga Fufaat
# s a1 FRFM qef W Ifaeer oem Feahar 2l

What Happens Next?
T AT ghem?

e U.S. prosecutors have sought the forfeiture of properties or proceeds derived from
the offenses.

3ARET PSR F et T gred FUfAT AT T FY STed FIA HT AT A

e The case will proceed to the “arraignment” stage, where the judge will formally
communicate the charges and decide on bail.

HATHAT " RAY-9T gga” & °I0T H SATTAN, STgT ~AArefer v &9 & 3RIGT &
JaTeer 3R FTACTT W Haar Hid|

o Defendants will enter a plea — either guilty or not guilty. If not guilty, the case will
move to a jury trial.

Ffarer IRy FHFR AT IFAFR FN| IR IEAHR FA &, A AHT SO aiefor
& forw s

e There is a possibility of a deal between the Indian tycoon and U.S. authorities,
potentially leading to a dismissal of the indictment.

R g 3t @RS Rt F @ig dig & gaaear g TEw M &
@iRsT a1 ST Gehar g1

Immediate Impacts

dcohlel AT
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e Following the indictment, Adani Green Energy Ltd cancelled a $600 million bond
sale, intended to refinance a foreign-currency loan.

ARIY-97 F a5, 7SHT AT vasit @AfAes F $600 Afows 1 dies e @g #:T 4,
fSIEehT 3eged faeell Hear ®oT 1 goffdd e 2|

e Several Adani Group shares, including those of Adani Enterprises, suffered massive
losses and hit their lower circuits.

mmmﬁmwmmaﬁmwgmmamm
aﬁv—ewqg?rml

o Kenyan President William Ruto cancelled a procurement process for handing over
control of the country’s main airport to the Adani Group.

ST & Tseafal R & a 3 & FE&7 gar$ 333 F1 Fw=or e aHg A
diuar it ufhar &g w1 4

e A $736-million public-private partnership deal between Kenya’s energy ministry and
the Adani Group for constructing power transmission lines has also been cancelled.

He T o Foll HATGT 3R 7S T & dra $736 fAfower A ardarfas-fash smfer
a3 Teg X & o B

Why India’s 6Ghz spectrum dilemma is
affecting PS5 Pro console launch in India?

In India and throughout the world, WiFi has mainly used two key bands of frequency — 24GHz and 5GHz. By 2021, several regulatory authorities

around the world began de-licensing a third band of spectrum for WiFi. However, India and China have not yet allowed the use of 6GHz spectrum

|GS Paper lil: S&T |
Aroon Deep

The story so far:

arlier in November, the
PlayStation 5 Pro console was
released in key markets around

the world, but no
announcement was made regarding
India. On November 8, Sony said, “PS5
Pro will not be available in some
countries (which presently includes India)
where 6GHz wireless band used in IEEE
802.11be (Wi-Fi 7) has not yet been
allowed.”

What's the history on WiFi bands?
In India and throughout the world, WiFi
has mainly used two key bands of
frequency — 2.4GHz and 5GHz. Home
broadband users may recognise these
frequencies as separate transmissions
from the same router - 2.4GHz has
limited data bandwidth, but can blanket a
larger area with coverage. SGHz is
significantly faster, but covers a shorter
distance. The frequencies for the
spectrum used by these WiFi bands was
de-licensed for indoor and outdoor use
separately in India starting in 2002.

This state of WiFi technology remained
the same well into the introduction of
WiFi 6 in 2020. That technology uses both
2.4GHz and 5GHz frequencies

simultaneously, with greater efficiency,
resulting in better speeds. But in 2021,
WiFi 6E was introduced, splitting the
world into two regions: those who
allowed the use of 6GHz spectrum, and
those that didn’t.

What is 6GHz spectrum and what
does it have to do with WiFi?

By 2021, several regulatory authorities
around the world, including Japan,
Mexico, South Korea, Taiwan, United
Arab Emirates, the U.K., and the U.S.
began de-licensing a third band of
spectrum for WiFi. The WiFi 6E standard
was introduced that year, allowing the
creation of routers that broadcast on this
frequency, bringing up theoretical
maximum speeds to 9.6Gbps. This relied
on the band of spectrum between
5,925MHz and 7,125MHz, known as 6GHz
spectrum.

But in several countries, that is not yet
the case. India and China have not
allowed the use of 6GHz spectrum for
WiFi yet. While the International
Telecommunications Union (ITU)
generally tries to keep wireless
frequencies for telecom, WiFi, satellite
and other use cases uniform around the
world, several countries have not yet
agreed on a standard division of the 6GHz
band.

Website: patrioticias.in
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Who has the 6GHz band in India, and
who wants it?

The 6GHz band is currently with the
Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) for satellite use cases. However,
satellite communications over 6GHz are
unlikely to interfere meaningfully with
WiFi-like use cases; at any rate, at the
World Radiocommunications Conference
last year, India and some other countries
were able to get an extension till 2027 on
what to do with some or all of the
spectrum.

Around the world, and certainly in
India, telecom operators have expressed
intense interest in getting 6GHz spectrum
for 5G and 6G, a demand that India may
be poised to entertain. Tech companies,
such as those represented by the
Broadband India Forum — Google, Meta,
Amazon, and others — have argued for a
U.S.-like allocation for this spectrum to
WiFi. Both camps seem to be pushing for
the entire 6GHz band to be used for either
telecom or WiFi. The government may
follow the lead of countries like Australia,
which have de-licenced half the
spectrum, while considering what to do
with the other half.

What comes next?
While the 6GHz debate is complex in its
own right, it is not entirely clear that the

consumer electronics’ interests are
significantly impacted by India’s decision.

Apple and Samsung phones sell in
India with the exact same support for
6GHz WiFi, for instance, but the WiFi
feature is programmed to avoid
connecting to 6GHz spectrum.
Presumably, Sony could do the same, by
making consoles sold in India
incompatible with this band of spectrum
until regulatory clarity emerges.

If and when Sony decides that this is
worth the work, or if they decide to invest
in manufacturing a separate variant of the
PS5 with older WiFi hardware, it will
release in India.

At any rate, WiFi 7 as a technology
does not need 6GHz to work in India.
Advances in WiFi technology are based
not (just) on newer bands of wireless
spectrum, but in greater efficiency and
using these bands simultaneously. Even
without the 6GHz spectrum, WiFi 7
routers can be sold in India that make the
maximum wireless speed faster than any
home broadband plans that are even sold
here in the first place.

In response to a query from The Hindu,
the Department of Telecommunications
said that if “a router or device’s operating
frequency is restricted to ... de-licensed
bands, they are permitted to be used in
the country”
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India’s 6GHz Spectrum Dilemma Affecting PS5 Pro
Console Launch in India

A H 6GHz TIFEH HHE PS5 W HATT & dled Hl
goTfaa X W@ &

e InIndia and globally, WiFi has
mainly used two key frequency
bands — 2.4GHz and 5GHz. By
2021, several regulatory
authorities worldwide began de-
licensing a third band of
spectrum for WiFi. However,
India and China have not yet
allowed the use of 6GHz
spectrum for WiFi.

R 3R giaar s) &, WiFi i
qCT &Y W g1 YT Hread! &

- 2.4GHz AR 5GHz T 3UANET Tl §| 2021 T, iaaT #T & S Ag1esh rfereol
o WiFi & T 6GHz FIeFeH T 30T Y& Y fear 1| grefifeh, R 3R AT o7 319
% WiFi & T 6GHz ¥e/ga & 3921 &1 3gAfa ofgr ar gl

o Earlier in November, the PlayStation 5 Pro console was released in key markets
worldwide, but no announcement was made regarding India. On November 8, Sony
said, “PS5 Pro will not be available in some countries (which presently includes India)
where 6GHz wireless band used in IEEE 802.11be (Wi-Fi 7) has not yet been allowed.”

AdsR & B3N H, PlayStation 5 Pro &élel T godl 3R & YT ORI # dled
fohar I/ T, AfhT IRA & S & HIS GINUT A6l $I TS| 8 AGeX oI, Vel o g,
“PS5 Pro o &t (TSieTd acieli=l & R AT §) & 3uelstr g1 g1 Sfei IEEE
802.11be (Wi-Fi 7) & 39T fhT Sl aTel 6GHz araay a5 1 3egAfer 38l ek =Tgt
ar TS gl

What'’s the history on WiFi bands?
WiFi dga &1 gfagra Far1 872

¢ InIndia and globally, WiFi has primarily used two key frequency bands — 2.4GHz and
5GHz. Home broadband users may recognize these frequencies as separate
transmissions from the same router — 2.4GHz has limited data bandwidth, but can
cover a larger area. 5GHz is significantly faster, but covers a shorter distance.
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AR 3R gfar sR &, WiFi 587 &9 @ e 9@ Pl 337 - 2.4GHz 3R 5GHz &1
YT AT g1 TR F 1898 3UAIhdT 57 HIFIET T Th gl A3 T 3TelT-37e9
AN & §T H gl Tohd § — 2.4GHz H AT 31 dsfasy gidr &, afhT I8
93 &1 T FAR T Tl §| 5GHz Tgd o §, Afehed TS FHa¥sT BIET Bl B

The frequencies for these WiFi bands were de-licensed for both indoor and outdoor use
in India starting in 2002. This remained the case until the introduction of WiFi 6 in 2020.
WiFi 6 uses both 2.4GHz and 5GHz frequencies simultaneously, resulting in better
speeds.

3T WiFi 838 & T hieddr sl 7IRd H 2002 ¥ 38R 3 3M383R 39T & fov
fS-omsaa fohar rar a1l g8 Tufd 2020 & WiFi 6 & 39 deh deit @1 WiFi 6
2.4GHz 3R 5GHz =il WHIFddr & Teh AT 3UART FAT &, foad dga8 TS Aerdr
gl

In 2021, WiFi 6E was introduced, splitting the world into two regions: those who allowed
the use of 6GHz spectrum, and those that didn’t.

2021 # WiFi 6E 1 e €S, fored gferar al &1t & se a1 o qer STél 6GHz
YT T 3UNeT fohar arm, 3R ar S 58 A FE ol

What is 6GHz spectrum and what does it have to do with WiFi?
6GHz ¥aed 4T § 3 $AST WiFi & 91 Faer g2

By 2021, several regulatory authorities worldwide, including Japan, Mexico, South
Korea, Taiwan, United Arab Emirates, the U.K., and the U.S. began de-licensing a
third band of spectrum for WiFi. WiFi 6E standard was introduced that year, allowing
routers to broadcast on this frequency, bringing up theoretical maximum speeds to
9.6Gbps. This relied on the band of spectrum between 5,925MHz and 7,125MHz,
known as 6GHz spectrum.

2021 e, AT ] o s Tamae FriRenoil o, forae smarer, AfFwe:, sfaror Fifr,
dTgald, §gFd 3R HHRTA, IF, 3R o A g, WiFi & foav der Teeq §s &
f3-omgda el Y& X AT AT| WiFi 6E Hleleh 3H @Ter 92T foham o, forad
3T 30 WIFdHT 9T JARUT HT e, 3 9.6Gbps d& &I fcuid # Hfwdd iz
UTed 81 TPl SHHAT 3TYUR 5,925MHz 3R 7,125MHz & &5 &7 TFead 2T, f58 6GHz
FIFCH el STl B

However, India and China have not yet allowed the use of 6GHz spectrum for WiFi.

gTelifeh, (R AR AT ¥ 319 TF WiFi & THT 6GHz FIFeH T 39T i 31Tl 78
ar gl

Who has the 6GHz band in India, and who wants it?

NRT A 6GHz 3 Fad g ¢, 3k FiT =@ =Ear &2
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e The 6GHz band is currently with the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) for
satellite use cases. However, satellite communications over 6GHz are unlikely to
interfere with WiFi use cases.

6GHz 33 fhelgTer SRClIT 3aRer YT WIS (ISRO) & U 3uUaig 39T & o
g1 gTelifeh, 6GHz WX 3991 TIR WiFi & 39T ATHT H §EI8IT el T FHGT o8l
gl

e Atthe World Radiocommunications Conference last year, India and other countries
secured an extension until 2027 on what to do with some or all of the spectrum.

oo are a3 A FFgfasea Fiaha 7, 97Rd 3N 3= gt 7 $o a7 |l
TIFECH & ATT FIT FET g, 3% [olT 2027 d TAEAR wred foham|

e Telecom operators in India have expressed intense interest in getting 6GHz spectrum
for 5G and 6G.

HRT H Tellenid TR o1 5G IR 6G & ToIT 6GHz FAFEH TTed el H I 3T
cgerd & gl

¢ Tech companies like Google, Meta, and Amazon have argued for a U.S.-like
allocation for this spectrum to WiFi.

T, AT, 3R 3T ST TR Huldr o 3§ TagH H WiFi & v gua-sidt
HTdeT T AFT $T gl

e The Indian government may follow the lead of countries like Australia, which have de-
licenced half the spectrum while considering what to do with the other half.

T TR AT S ST T AT A Hevell &, [Siegial 3T TeFes &l f3-
arsdd fRar g, Safeh qEr 3 & W FA HE § 30 W AR @ g

What Comes Next?
31Tl AT BIIM?

o While the 6GHz debate is complex, it is not entirely clear that consumer electronics’
interests are significantly impacted by India’s decision.

glelich 6GHz TgW Sffeel 8, I8 T g & TUSE ¢l ¢ foh 8RR & thael & 3usiercr
goFclielerd & feal I Agcaqor THE 93T &

e Apple and Samsung phones in India sell with the same support for 6GHz WiFi, but the
WiFi feature is programmed to avoid connecting to 6GHz spectrum.

oo 3T AFET Bl ARG & 6GHz WiFi & TIT GAT AST & a1 97 I §,
Afhal WiFi PIRIX &l 6GHz TIFEH & Folde el T §9a1 & oI 9aneT Far o §

e Sony could do the same by making consoles sold in India incompatible with this band of
spectrum until regulatory clarity emerges.

e off T8 X Tl &, IR & 99 I aTd haled & 30 TIAFEH 835 & 1Y
I AT Tohell &, SIS b b &0
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A WiFi band refers to a specific range of frequencies in the radio spectrum used for wireless
communication. These bands determine how WiFi signals travel, their speed, and their coverage area.

1. 2.4GHz Band:

o This is one of the oldest and most commonly used WiFi bands. It has a wider coverage
area, meaning it can penetrate walls and spread across larger spaces. However, its data
speed is slower, which means it is not ideal for very high-speed internet needs.

o UE FIW WA 3N FaH 3k AT 1 S drell aSHs 35 H F Th gl g0
Fatsl AT FSTEIAT &, T Ig SIaRT &l IR W FohaT § 3R a2 &3 &F el Tehar B

gTelifeh, 3Pt 32T Ifar il g1 &, S 9gd I $etoic & FTWAt & v 3uged 7 &
5GHz Band:
o This band offers much faster data speeds, which is great for tasks like streaming high-
definition videos or online gaming. However, its coverage area is smaller, and it cannot
penetrate walls as effectively as the 2.4GHz band.

o UE IS HFAY A 3T A Yaled T §, S 3TI-I[uraar drelr difsAT FETHT AT JfieAerss
frﬁméﬁa:ra‘fé?ﬁwagﬁm%l gTelTh, SHT hatel 819 Bler g 3R I8 ARy &t

2.4GHz 95 f3dar 93l &1 & UR 8T T TehdTl

6GHz Band (WiFi 6E):
o Introduced in 2021, this is the newest band. It offers exceptional speed and
performance because it has less interference and congestion. However, it is not yet
universally available, as some countries have not yet approved its use.

o 2021 F U fRaT AT Ig Y AT 83 & Ig FAYRT IafY 3R ygeier ue R §
Faifer gHA A geaarT AR HzHs @It &1 graifh, I8 3 de aadifas & &
3UASY G &, FAITH Fo G2l F sHS ITANRT H AT G & E

De-licensing of Spectrum in India:

o InIndia, the 2.4GHz and 5GHz frequencies were de-licensed in 2002 for use indoors and
outdoors, meaning anyone could use these frequencies without a special license.

o #Rd #, 2.4GHz 3R 5GHz 3Mgferat T 2002 H Sergdw fhaT I/ m T, [T Hdeld §
fF goo OX & 3ieT IR T a7 A arsdg F 39T FAT ST Fhar B

. WiFi Evolution:

o WIiFi technology improved with WiFi 6 in 2020, which used both 2.4GHz and 5GHz bands
simultaneously to offer better speeds and efficiency.

o dISWHIS dahsileh 2020 H IEHE 6 & AT Q%HTgé,ETZAGHz.EﬁT 5GHz &% T TF AT

YT Al § AR Sgak Ifd 3R &Tar JereT Hdr gl

o In 2021, WiFi 6E introduced the 6GHz band, but its availability depends on the country's
regulatory policies.

o 2021 #F, aEEE 6E & 6GHz S5 2T fam, dfersT sEET 3garsydr e fir [a#Es Aot
R AR v
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International Telecommunication Union (ITU)

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is a specialized agency of the United
Nations responsible for issues concerning information and communication technologies (ICTs).
Established in 1865, the ITU is one of the oldest international organizations in operation.
Key Facts about ITU:
Mandate and Functions:
o Facilitate international connectivity in communications networks.
o Allocate global radio spectrum and satellite orbits.
o Develop technical standards to ensure seamless interconnection of networks and
technologies.
o Promote equitable and affordable access to ICTs globally.
Structure: ITU comprises three main sectors:
o ITU-R: Radiocommunication Sector—manages the international radio-frequency spectrum.
o ITU-T: Telecommunication Standardization Sector—develops technical standards for
telecommunication networks and services.
o ITU-D: Telecommunication Development Sector—aims to bridge the digital divide.
Membership:
o 193 Member States.
o Private-sector entities, academic institutions, and regional/international organizations
participate as members.
Key Initiatives:
o Connect 2030 Agenda: Focuses on fostering digital transformation worldwide.
o Digital Inclusion Program: Aims to empower marginalized groups like women, youth, and
persons with disabilities.
o Global Cybersecurity Agenda: Provides a framework for international cooperation in
addressing cybersecurity challenges.
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland.
Secretary-General:
o As of 2023, Doreen Bogdan-Martin holds the position, making her the first woman to lead
ITU.
Important Conventions:
o The ITU Constitution and Convention provide the legal foundation for its work.

Relevance to India:

India is a founding member of the ITU.

ITU has supported India’s initiatives in digital connectivity, spectrum allocation, and
telecommunication reforms.

Example: Collaboration in the BharatNet project, which seeks to provide broadband connectivity
to rural areas.

The National Frequency Allocation Plan (NFAP) is the framework regulating the allocation of radio
frequencies for various purposes in India, including telecom, broadcasting, defense, and satellite
communication.

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

AereTer fherddl rellhereT oo (NFAP) T &MaT § SiY $TRd & Sollhid, THROT, 86T, 3 deemse
¥R aftd RAffe 35t & v B Hadd F raea : @t & ¢

The NFAP aligns with the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) guidelines to ensure
compatibility and efficiency with global frequency allocation practices.

NFAP, $&t@eed eedagfasere Ifager (ITU) & Rer-fdelt & seqew ¢ aifF dRaw dradd

AT F Y Haraar R garar glARTa f s wH|

Recent Updates (2022): The last revision of NFAP took place in October 2022, incorporating 5G
spectrum allocations, such as the 26 GHz band, which is pivotal for high-speed data connectivity.

QAT 319ST (2022): NFAP & 3Tid HAEeT HeFgaX 2022 7 g3 o, ST 5G TaeH 3MTac
S 26 GHz a5 oAl &, St 3= a1fd Ser waifaefad & fav Ageayor &

Debate on Satellite Spectrum: Discussions are ongoing regarding whether satellite spectrum
should be auctioned (as for telecom) or allocated administratively for broader accessibility.

BT WFeH W Tg9: 58 W 74T & W ¢ & Aeorse Waed & Aoy & ameadw § fear
m(ﬁﬁ%ﬁ)mq&wﬁaﬂ?ﬁmq@%mmﬁﬁﬁmml

Private Spectrum Access: Enterprises can now acquire spectrum directly for niche purposes, such
as loT (Internet of Things) applications, which reduces dependence on telecom operators.

fasht s wgT: 319 TeuIESId IoT (FeXAe 3 Rid) g S Ry 3egedt & fav
Y WeFed Ired N Tohd &, oT@d Tolpid TRy W FIRAT w7 8 g1

Wi-Fi and 6 GHz Band: While the lower 6 GHz band has potential for unlicensed Wi-Fi usage, in
India, the Wi-Fi feature in phones (like Apple and Samsung) is often disabled for 6 GHz to comply
with NFAP.

Wi-Fi 3R 6 GHz d%: Siefd Fwrer 6 GHz I3 o arsdd arer Wi-Fi 3uter & fov ganfad &,
HRA H NFAP & 3[R, Bl (S Apple 3R Samsung) # Wi-Fi T Ig giaer 3rraR 3eTe X
&r ST g1

PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN)

PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi is a central sector scheme launched on 24th February 2019 by the
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Government of India. It aims to provide income
support to farmers across India.

NUH-fhae FFAT A e S &1 dieter § 918 24 SIadt 2019 1 S 3N fhareT
AT HATY, HRA THR SdRT Y& AT I1AT| ST 3eced R AR A fhartt & 3

TETIAT YeTeT HeT g
Objective: To supplement the financial needs of small and marginal farmers for procuring various
inputs and managing household needs.

ELCAD
oIC AR AT fRarat 1 o Imaeghdist 1 Q@ T arfh 3 N gaqe Tl T 3R
ERe] Sl @l Jafed &Y Hehl
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Features:
o Eligibility: Landholding farmers with up to 2 hectares were initially covered; later extended

to all farmers.
o Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT): ¥6,000 annually in three equal installments of ¥2,000.

o UTHAT: YRH H 2 g oeh I A arel foharer enfder &; aie & s qalr fohamait e
faeaiRa forar )
o srFe afAfhe gAY (DBT): 26,000 AT, il sReR fohedl & 2,000

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY)

Launched on 13th January 2016, PMFBY provides comprehensive insurance coverage for crops
against non-preventable natural risks. It is managed by the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare.

13 Steradl 2016 I Y& HT IS, NUATHEETS Thide ANEAT & Feh $Hell & fav ams
AT Halsl TelT Rl &1 39 FY AR fFAET Hoaor #red g@rT et far S gl

To stabilize farmers’ incomes and ensure they continue farming after natural calamities.

feharel & 3 @l TR & 3R grepide AUer3it & de Wl SIRT @ # #Heg el

Features:
o Farmers pay a uniform premium of 2% (Kharif), 1.5% (Rabi), and 5%

(commercial/horticultural crops).
o Covers risks like droughts, floods, pests, and diseases.

freryane:
o frar 2% (@8W), 1.5% ), 3R 5% (arOfSaF/anEE wua)) &1 ffags o £
o @I TTg, FiT, IR AR S AT@AT FF FAR FaT &

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maan-Dhan Yojana (PM-KMY)

This pension scheme was launched on 12th September 2019 for farmers aged 18-40 years,
ensuring a monthly pension of 3,000 after 60 years of age.

Ig Yol Aot 12 fAdaT 2019 7 18-40 a¥ & Y & fhamt & T & & 15, foresd 60 a¥
HT I & a1g 3,000 AfHR Gered GlARTT i 5]

Features:
o Contribution: Farmers contribute ¥55-3200 monthly, matched by the government.

o Exit Options: Farmers can withdraw, with interest, if they leave early.
e

o e fhATT ¥55-3200 AT ANIEHT &d &, o8 TR @anT FA &9 & Aeman
ST &

o Tawm faweu: afe frarer dstar asd §, O 3w sarer afga afer amw & ST g1
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Maharashtra Shetkari Sanman Yojana

e Introduced by the Maharashtra Government in 2017, it focuses on waiving farmers’ loans to
reduce financial distress.

HERTSE TR SaRT 2017 H Y& &I 1S, SHAT 3662 fharel H fahg Tohe HT H7 el &
foT o AR T B

e Features:
o Waiver up to 1.5 lakh per farmer.
o Covers crop loans taken till 31st March 2016.

feryane:
o 9fd [ 1.5 9@ d &1 KT ATE THAT =TI
o 31#AT 2016 d& T T wg FKoT MRS
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Mahayuti reaps the benetfits of
Centre’s schemes for farmers

Despite the prevailing agrarian crisis in Maharashtra, a large population of farmers still opted for the ruling coalition thanks
to schemes such as PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi, Fasal Bima Yojana, Kisan Maan Dhan Yojana, and Shetkari Sanman Yojana

IGS Paper II: Government Scheme

Devesh Kumar

Kirti Sharma

arming, though with

limited contribution

to the State’s econo-
my, is critical to Maharash-
tra as it engages a large
population in the labour
force. However, for the
State’s farmers, it has be-
come a source of constant
struggle. Mounting debts,
dwindling income, erratic
weather conditions such as
unseasonal rains and res-
trictive export bans have
pushed countless farmers
into precarious situations.
Tragically, Maharashtra al-
so has one of the highest

Table 2: Welfare schemes for farmers produced positive results

rates of farmer suicides in
the country. Caught in this Among farming =
bleak scenario, farmers PO households M:"ah::‘ias Mahayuti Others
were looking for a political . g
i B (76% 51 14
future that offered practi- PM Kisan Sanman Nidhi Yojana (PM-KISAN) andficiafies (16%) =
cal solutions and hope. It Non-beneficiaries (19%) 38 44 18
now appears that the Ma- T o Pt Beneficiaries (55%) 31 57 12
hayuti alliance successfully e Non-beneficiaries (38%) 41 38 21
tapped into this sentiment, Beneficiaries (37%) 33 54 13
made compelling promises Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maan Dhan Yojana (PM-KMY) | — = —
and earned the trust of a Non-beneficiaries (51%) 38 45 17
significant population of A L | Beneficiaries (40%) 35 53 12
. . rn
the farming community. : | Non-beneficiaries (47%) 38 45 17
Through Lokniti-CSDS da-
ta, we examine how farm-
er-centric issues in- - numbers  revealed a
fluenced  the  State THE HINDU Table 1: Nea rly one-third of the nuanced pattern. Among
Assembly election and LOKNITI-CSDS 2 full-time farming house-
which political parties res- Survey 2024 Marathi voters (hOUSGhOldS) fU“y holds, a little less than half

onated most with the
State’s farmers.

engaged in farming

(48%) supported the Ma-
hayuti, while over one-

role in shaping their voting ‘ hor d | identified farmers’ issue as the third (36%) backed the
Farming as poll plank preference. PM-Kisan Sam- in farmi el ‘ most important electoral issue MVA.
This election was critical man Nidhi which provides Yes, full-time 32 28 Part-time farmers
for farmers as their liveli-  ¥6,000 annually as income Ve - | showed an even stronger
pe 5 x , part-time 14 | 17
hood took centre stage support is a major hit be- HoE 2ed S 1 3 preference for the Mahayu-
ot engage

during campaigns. Howev-
er, this concern didn’t res-
onate as strongly with oth-
er communities. Among
the households surveyed,
nearly half of them (46%)

nefiting nearly three-quar-
ters (76%) of farming hou-
seholds. PM Fasal Bima
Yojana offering financial
aid in case of crop loss or
damage benefited more

Rest did not respond

Table 3: How farmers voted?

ti, with 54% of them voting
for the alliance compared
to 35% for the MVA. Even
among the households not
engaged in farming, the
Mahayuti had an edge,

were engaged in farming than half of the farming fa- Maha Vikas o g 2 with 46% support com-
activities - about one-third  milies (55%). PM Kisan Aghadi | Mahayut! | Others pared to 32% support for
full time and another one-  Maan Dhan Yojana, a social Overall 34 48 18 the MVA.
seventh (14%) part time. security plan for small and FulGrme farming Among full-time farm-
Among full-time farmers, marginal farmers, was households ’ 36 ’ 48 16 ing households which
nearly three in 10 (28%)  availed by nearly two-fifths Part-time farming prioritised agriculture as
considered farming the of voters (37%). Similarly, households 35 54 1 their top concern, nearly
most important electoral  Shetkari Sanman Yojana, AOUSSHOIEnGE di half (53%) supported Ma-
issue. providing a ¥6,000 annual- 4;:::155,; et 32 ] 46 22 hayuti, while a little less
Among part-timers, it ly in three instalments in Foiltims Extmers who than  one-third (31%)
was two in ten (17%). Farm- add'ition to PMjKisan, was identified farmers’ issue 3 53 16 backed the MVA ('I.‘able 3).
ers’ issues barely echoed availed by a similar propor- while voting Overall, agrarian dis-

as a concern among non-
farmers (Table 1).

Welfare schemes de-
signed to support farmers,
especially those intro-
duced by the Central go-
vernment, played a crucial

tion of farmers (40%
beneficiaries).

The Mahayuti alliance
successfully leveraged
these schemes. Nearly half
of the beneficiaries of each
of these schemes voted for

the alliance. Conversely,
non-beneficiaries leaned
towards the Opposition,
the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) (Table 2).

While welfare schemes
did lay a strong foundation
for the victory of the Ma-
hayuti alliance in the elec-
tion, the farmers’ voting

tress was there but it did
not hurt the Mahayuti as a
bulk of the farmers still vot-
ed for the alliance.
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Mahayuti reaps the benefits of Centre’s schemes for
farmers

A & g WEFR A A=t &1 Fae & faw
orer e W R

Despite the prevailing agrarian crisis in Maharashtra, a large
population of farmers still opted for the ruling coalition thanks to
schemes such as PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi, Fasal Bima Yojana, Kisan
Maan Dhan Yojana, and Shetkari Sanman Yojana.

HERTSE # AT FW WHhe F dAras[g, fFuEt A vF a9 TE&ar F araa
TSI F AT, 5% fAT fen-frae e A, saer dar dsrr,
T AT g A, AR daRd FFA Qs S Feest w71
ATET AT

e Farming, though with limited contribution to the State’s economy, is critical to
Maharashtra as it engages a large population in the labour force.

e, gTelifeh T 1 Hdegaedr # ARG AeTer Hdl §, AR & fIT Hgeaqol &
FIIfH Ig 931 TEAT H TT9EAT 1 A g8 H AT HLar &

o However, for the State’s farmers, it has become a source of constant struggle.
gleiifeh, T & fhart & v I8 ORoR Tu¥ &7 @id oo =7 |

e Mounting debts, dwindling income, erratic weather conditions such as unseasonal rains
and restrictive export bans have pushed countless farmers into precarious situations.

TG o, Tedr 31T, vcaia Aga fr aRTufaar 39 3maw sl ik &t
gfdesl o 3=faeTa foharet @ Hehequr aRFufaEt & srer fear &

e Tragically, Maharashtra also has one of the highest rates of farmer suicides in the
country.

q@ # 91T § 6 FeRISe #H g A frwmat #r arergeanst A e o ad U §
o Caught in this bleak scenario, farmers were looking for a political future that offered
practical solutions and hope.

3H I IRET H B [hAEl o T Toleiiade AasT FT dorer A St caragiRe

HATUTST 3T 31T YaTeT |

e It now appears that the Mahayuti alliance successfully tapped into this sentiment, made
compelling promises and earned the trust of a significant population of the farming
community.

3 IE Wi B § o AR TToetreT o S8 G & Wel olieh & 39T foha,
3SR a1 fhT 3R FRaTeT HAC T Ageaqol FEdT & faear ured |
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Farming as poll plank
AT A T e

This election was critical for farmers as their livelihood took centre stage during
campaigns.

g o fhdmet & ol #geaqol a1 #ifeh 3oieh SHaerardsT & HAAE & GRIeT
e T o]

However, this concern didn’t resonate as strongly with other communities.

gleliich, I8 FIAT 30 THCrl # 3l Holgd =g A

Among the households surveyed, nearly half of them (46%) were engaged in farming
activities — about one-third full time and another one-seventh (14%) part time.

ARTOT FRT a0 ERT & ST A (46%) FY afafafert 7 Fower & - 397 & -
fagrs qufehiioren 3R Teh-ATdar (14%) 3ol o

Among full-time farmers, nearly three in 10 (28%) considered farming the most
important electoral issue.

qUTshIToieh ThaTel & & ol el F @ TF (28%) A Wl & FEH Ageaqor geArdr
HegT A=

Among part-timers, it was two in ten (17%).

37erTToreh fohdTal H I 3ThsT d | T ar (17%) ATl

Farmers’ issues barely echoed as a concern among nonfarmers.

forarett & Aeg NP+ THT A Uh BT & T # 9gd A I

Welfare schemes designed to support farmers, especially those
introduced by the Central government, played a crucial role in
shaping their voting preference.

FYH F FAGT T F AT AT 77 § Ty TWFR @mr gw f 78
FoAToT A3 A 3% AdeT TARFATH F FFR A A Ageaqot

sffeT faems|
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PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi which provides 6,000 annually as income support is a major
hit benefiting nearly three-quarters (76%) of farming households.

dear-frarer awAre faftr S 26,000 a1f¥er 3ma ga@de yer=r acl &, T vHE I
& S orareraT dieT-ahrTg (76%) $TT eR’T &I eefiead il Bl

PM Fasal Bima Yojana offering financial aid in case of crop loss or damage benefited
more than half of the farming families (55%).

NvH FEd AT AT ST BEA gl A1 a7 Fr BT 7 SO FgFdar v ald
g, o P gRart & 3 F wf0F (55%) A enenfead famam

PM Kisan Maan Dhan Yojana, a social security plan for small and marginal farmers,
was availed by nearly two-fifths of voters (37%).
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fod fFaT AT ger A, St o1 3R AT fharet & fav v ararfes gear
AISTAT &, T SITH ST GI-UTed (37%) AdSIAr3t & 3omr|

o Similarly, Shetkari Sanman Yojana, providing 6,000 annually in three instalments in
addition to PM-Kisan, was availed by a similar proportion of farmers (40%
beneficiaries).

ST YR, Aded FEATA Fitet, St feaA-frar & 3faRea s feedar & 26,000
aIf¥eh YeleT AT §, & W8T AT et & fohamil & 3oram (40% amsme) |

The Mahayuti alliance
#Egfa aaee

e The Mahayuti alliance successfully leveraged these schemes.
HETG(A ToaUe o §7 ASTATHT FT WhAATIAS ATH 35T

¢« Nearly half of the beneficiaries of each of these schemes voted for the alliance.
3T A3 F T AF aArereft & F orersrer MY A TeIUA F yaT H HdST FATI

e Conversely, non-beneficiaries leaned towards the Opposition, the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA).

5 faulia, st amemdt @idt &, 37l fweh wer RAwm 3maEr (MVA) @ 3R gFE
e

¢« While welfare schemes did lay a strong foundation for the victory of the Mahayuti
alliance in the election, the farmers’ voting numbers revealed a nuanced pattern.

STafh HeAI0T ASTAT o A TSt T YAl ST & T Teh A MR
IR TR, fFaTel & AagE AesT A TF gaH Yoot 3o R

e Among full-time farming households, a little less than half (48%) supported the
Mahayuti, while over one-third (36%) backed the MVA.

qUTshITreh Y ERT &, 3T § AIST FH (48%) HETA FT FHIT FId &, STl v-
fagE (36%) & MVA &1 §HST fHam|

e Part-time farmers showed an even stronger preference for the Mahayuti, with 54%
of them voting for the alliance compared to 35% for the MVA.

FaFifad fraet & wegfa & v sk ot Aegg wufdwar R, Gad a54% 2
ISaT & U AderT fhar, Safe 35% & MVA &7 A |

e Even among the households not engaged in farming, the Mahayuti had an edge, with
46% support compared to 32% support for the MVA.

Igl o o St eR ST A FoweT g1 F, 7ggfa F1 v Fga oY, 5= 46% FadeT o,
Stafeh MVA &Y 320 TS fRerm|

e Among full-time farming households which prioritised agriculture as their top concern,
nearly half (53%) supported Mahayuti, while a little less than one-third (31%) backed
the MVA.

quUTshITieh $¥ eRT A, S Hi @I 3= Jeg ”dr AT I, 378 J T80T 3T (53%)
a Fergfa 1 wwder o, Stafe wa-fagrs (31%) & MVA #1 gader fam|
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o Overall, agrarian distress was there but it did not hurt the Mahayuti as a bulk of the
farmers still voted for the alliance.

Sl TR, W Fhe o1 JAfheT AR AFIFT FY THT G ;T FIh 3rfReprer
ferarat o 3l ot aTedea & v Fcfere fahar|

Climate deal a mere illusion, says India

Amid opposition and protests, a deal was agreed upon to ‘aim to mobilise’ $1.3 trillion a year by 2035, with developed countries agreeing to ‘lead
efforts’ to pool in $300 billion a year as a base figure; India rejects proposal, says it does not address the magnitude of the challenge the world faces

2aper lll: Environment

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

fter running into
overtime, the Con-
ference of the Par-

ties (COP29) at Baku in
Azerbaijan, hosting 198
countries for nearly a fort-
night, finally adopted a
“road map”, or a weaker
form of an agreement to
say in traditional climate-
talks parlance.

While setting the stage
for kick-starting UN-ap-
proved carbon markets,
the conference failed to de-
liver on the main goal: a
New Collective Quantified
Goal on climate finance
(NCQG). Amid opposition
and protests, a deal was
agreed upon early on Sun-
day to “aim to mobilise”
$1.3 trillion a year by 2035,
with developed countries
agreeing to “lead efforts”
to pool in $300 billion a
year as a base figure.

The NCQG refers to mo-
ney that will be given to de-
veloping countries by de-
veloped countries to help
the former meet their goals
to transition away from the
continued use of fossil
fuels and to curb green-
house gas emissions. Deve-
loping countries were in-
sisting on mobilising $1.3
trillion annually. To this
end, developed countries

have mobilised and trans-
ferred $115 billion in 2021-
22 — though not all coun-
tries agree — but as per the
Paris Agreement, a new
target higher than $100 bil-
lion had to be agreed upon
by 2025.

“This new finance goal
is an insurance policy for
humanity amid worsening
climate impacts hitting ev-
ery country,” said Simon
Stiell, Executive Secretary
of UN Climate Change.
“But like any insurance
policy, it only works if pre-
miums are paid in full and
on time... It will keep the
clean energy boom grow-
ing, helping all countries to
share its huge benefits:
more  jobs,  stronger
growth, cheaper and
cleaner energy for all.”

‘Optical illusion’

However, this conclusion
did little to placate several
countries who were ex-
pecting much more mo-
ney. A member of the In-
dian delegation publicly
voiced her objections at
the closing plenary of the
summit. This was acknow-
ledged by the President of
the COP, Mukhtar Babayev,
only after he had ceremo-
niously slammed the gavel
declaring the end of dis-
cussions on the finance as-
pects. The objection will,

Winding up: COP29 President Mukhtar Babayev applauds during
the closing plenary session in Baku on Sunday. Ap

however, make it to the
written COP records.

“I regret to say that this
document is nothing more
than an optical illusion.
This, in our opinion, will
not address the enormity
of the challenge we all face.
Therefore, we oppose the
adoption of this docu-
ment,” Indian delegation
representative  Chandni
Raina told the closing plen-
ary. India said its request to
speak before the adoption
of the climate finance pack-
age was ignored.

“We had informed the
Presidency and the Secre-
tariat that we wanted to
make a statement before
any decision on the adop-
tion. However, and this is
for everyone to see, this
has been stage-managed,
and we are extremely dis-

appointed with this inci-
dent,” Ms. Raina said.

“We have seen what you
have done. However, we
would want to say that ga-
velling and trying to ignore
parties from speaking does
not behove of the UNFCCC
(United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Cli-
mate Change) system, and
we would want you to hear
us and also hear our objec-
tions to this adoption. We
absolutely object to this,”
she said.

Ms. Raina said that only
trust and collaboration can
drive meaningful action
against climate change,
which is one of humanity’s
greatest existential
challenges.

“It's a fact that both
(trust and collaboration)
have not worked today and

we are deeply hurt by the
actions of the presidency
and the (UNFCCC) Secreta-
riat,” she said.

India said the new cli-
mate finance package was
“too little and too distant”
and it did not accept it in
its present form.

Nigeria backed India’s
stance and termed the fi-
nance deal a “joke,” Press
Trust of India reported.
COP29 also reached an
agreement on carbon mar-
kets — which several pre-
vious COPs had not been
able to achieve. These
agreements will help coun-
tries deliver their climate
plans more quickly and
cheaply, and make faster
progress in halving global
emissions this decade, as
required by science, a UN

Presidency statement
noted.
‘Redouble efforts’

“No country got everyth-
ing they wanted, and we
leave Baku with a moun-
tain of work to do,” Mr.
Stiell said. “The many oth-
er issues we need to pro-
gress may not be headlines
but they are lifelines for bil-
lions of people. So this is
no time for victory laps, we
need to set our sights and
redouble our efforts on the
road to Belem.” The fi-
nance agreement at COP29

Climate deal a mere illusion, says India

AR o STerary AN FT A Th A TAdT

comes as stronger national
climate plans (Nationally
Determined Contributions
or NDCs) become due from
all countries next year.
These new climate plans
must cover all greenhouse
gases and all sectors, to
keep the warming limit of
1.5 degrees Celsius within
reach. COP29 saw two G20
countries, the UK and Bra-
zil, signal clearly that they
plan to ramp up climate ac-
tion in their NDCs 3.0 be-
cause they are entirely in
the interest of their econo-
mies and peoples.

“The goal of $300 bil-
lion adopted yesterday by
COP29 in the face of cate-
gorical objections of coun-
tries including India, Nige-
ria, Bolivia, Cuba and
walk-outs...bodes ill for the
future of the NCQG and the
collective efforts to address
climate change. The multi-
lateral process has not
emerged in good light in
this event,” said R. Rashmi,
former Environment Se-
cretary and Distinguished
Fellow, The Energy Re-
sources Institute. “The de-
clared goal is clearly a pri-
soner of the geopolitics of
the present times and is
paltry compared to the fi-
nancing needs of mitiga-
tion and adaptation faced
by the developing world.”
(With PTI inputs)

The COP29 Conference in Baku, Azerbaijan, hosted 198 countries for
nearly two weeks and finally adopted a "road map" or a weaker form
of agreement.

a1, AT H COP29 WFAT & o9Teiar &Y gFal ad 198 qui &t
AT & 3 3 " AT a1 gFESHIY F tF FAGR T B HISHETI
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The conference aimed to mobilise $1.3 trillion a year by 2035, with developed
countries agreeing to pool in $300 billion a year as a base figure.

EACT T o6 T U1 2035 aF ¥ A1 1.3 fefarger ster Speren, et fasnf@a gat &
300 faferger sTert wf @ o1 TUR 3HThsT S[e= R HegHATd g |

The New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) refers to money developed countries will
give to developing nations to help them transition away from fossil fuels and curb
greenhouse gas emissions.

% defed IRAOIT @18 (NCQG) a8 o+ § Sif fasrfaa e Reraehar gaif &1 &,
dIfeh I SHarRd $Y ¥ ThAUT B Toh AR Ag3d AT & 3cdold &l HaEd HT
qh|

Developed countries mobilised and transferred $115 billion in 2021-22, but a new
target higher than $100 billion had to be agreed upon by 2025, as per the Paris
Agreement.

fashf@e gait &1 2021-22 & 115 Rfdger sfer Sperv 3R Fu@mE@Ra e, dfher 2025 T
T FAFIT F IFUR 100 Sferzet stek & 1M T 741 o8 TF A AT

Simon Stiell, Executive Secretary of UN Climate Change, said the new finance goal is
an "insurance policy for humanity amid worsening climate impacts."

A Feuad, G g Siefarg aRacs & SRSRI JfRT 7 @gl o a1 facd
ey "Aaar ¥ AT v fiwr oifed § S Searg yemEt F 9ga & & g

Despite this, the deal did not satisfy many countries who expected much more money,
and India opposed the document, calling it an "optical illusion."

SHE dIAS[G, Tg WHASIAT HS ST I TS AT A Fel, 51 3fUF el & 351G
W% ¥, AR ARG & 39 qrare &1 {0y R, 5@ iftewd seggrer adrn|

Chandni Raina, representing India, voiced her objection at the closing plenary, stating,
"This document is nothing more than an optical illusion."

Figst 341, St 9TRT 1 gfaAftca FT W o, S gafa a3 & 3= [/ sged s
India said its request to speak before the adoption of the climate finance package was
ignored.

AR & Fgl o STorarg fad Yhat 1 9allel & Ugel aielal o W Y FAo3iereT
R arm|

India Objects to Climate Finance Deal

AR o Seay faa gasla v arafa Sag

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

“We had informed the Presidency and the Secretariat that we wanted to make a
statement before any decision on the adoption. However, and this is for everyone to see,
this has been stage-managed, and we are extremely disappointed with this
incident,” Ms. Raina said.

‘FH ETETaT 3N FRaTeT & giRd R ar 5 gA ' @efa @ gge v ST S
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IEd U g, Tg A F v Tosec § Fag v @ a1, 3R g 5@ geaT @
Icaa o € Aady W& FE

* “We have seen what you have done. However, we would want to say that gavelling and
trying to ignore parties from speaking does not behove of the UNFCCC system,
and we would want you to hear us and also hear our objections to this adoption. We
absolutely object to this,” she said.

‘gAY ST fRam &, 38 W@ &1 gTolifeh, 8 Sheall dIgd & o Irafaer 3 wiféat & aaa
¥ AFRA HT FAT JuATHHAE gomelt & 3767 ¢t 8, 3 &7 =g § & a9
g gl 3R 38 Thfd W gAR mafrat 1 o goll g9 39 W Tl aE & I
Sa § 378l Fell

¢ Ms. Raina said that only trust and collaboration can drive meaningful action against
climate change, which is one of humanity’s greatest existential challenges.

AN T o Fel & hael ey IR T & STo@ay IRaT & W qrdes
HNATS I IRT A Hehel 8, ST AlTIAT T Fad 937 3Teclcd Tt gAlfadt # § wah
gl

e ‘“lt's a fact that both (trust and collaboration) have not worked today and we are deeply
hurt by the actions of the presidency and the (UNFCCC) Secretariat,” she said.
“Ig T a2g ¢ T Qi (faeara 30 ggdien) 30 1o oTgr e 91T AR gd 31egeTar
AR (JuavwdreR) aftarea dr At § e T F AEd § 3o FeTl

e India said the new climate finance package was “too little and too distant” and it did
not accept it in its present form.

AR & el [ a1 STefary A Yohof “aga o AR §ga g¥ o7 R T qTAET w7
H TR 18T fhar |

+ Nigeria backed India’s stance and termed the finance deal a “joke,” Press Trust of
India reported.

AT o HRT & 3@ &1 gAY fhar 3R o gastia & aems =R &ar, oa
T¥e 3w sfar o Re famam)

e COP29 also reached an agreement on carbon markets — which several previous COPs
had not been able to achieve. These agreements will help countries deliver their climate
plans more quickly and cheaply, and make faster progress in halving global emissions
this decade, as required by science, a UN Presidency statement noted.

COP29 & FIeeT dIRT W ¢ Ter AT W g’ Fv — oo F3 R™oer COPs
UIe FET A Heh A T AT G B A STearg AT w S do F IR
TET H o] Ao # Aeg T, 3R 30 U A dfRaeh Scholel &l TN el # ool
d gafd 3, ST b {9 gaRT 31maedeh §, Teh UN 3ETeTdr & a37 H 3eald
fopar aram|

‘Redouble efforts’
‘GATET T ST FY
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¢ “No country got everything they wanted, and we leave Baku with a mountain of work to
do,” Mr. Stiell said. “The many other issues we need to progress may not be headlines
but they are lifelines for billions of people. So this is no time for victory laps, we need
to set our sights and redouble our efforts on the road to Belem.”

“forell oY or T 98 W9 Fo G AT S 38 =rEr AT, AR A 1| H Th o3 FHA
& HY OIS | ¢, A el o oer| “gH Sl 37 Hed 3T ol § 9 GraAr et o
Hehd!, olfehel d 3R@l A1 & fovw Shaer Yar €1 safaw 3 ha A sas aw #1
T TET &, & e oY a¥ G afRT 3R A9 aF Y IEr W 9 grEt @
Q[T AT ATfRel”

e The finance agreement at COP29 comes as stronger national climate plans (Nationally
Determined Contributions or NDCs) become due from all countries next year.

COP29 # i FASHAT 38 FHT 31T § 59 |efl G2l ¥ 30Tel T ¥ FAogd ToeT
STeraryg et (TS fFUiRe Tererer a1 NDCs) F&dd &t &l Taegena ¢

e These new climate plans must cover all greenhouse gases and all sectors, to keep the
warming limit of 1.5 degrees Celsius within reach.

T 7S Selarg Al Fof AfeTe3d At 3R Tl & @ A e =gy, drfe 1.5

et afcwaa a d9areT gefr @ & - E |

e COP29 saw two G20 countries, the UK and Brazil, signal clearly that they plan to ramp
up climate action in their NDCs 3.0 because they are entirely in the interest of their
economies and peoples.

COP29 & @ f& a1 G20 3alf, I 3R solier & ¥Use &7 § Hevl &A1 o T 37oeh
NDCs 3.0 # Siefarg fsharaell &I domal @l ATl §e11 3§ ¢ Fdifch I8 U e ¥ 3eTh

JrfegaEart IR delt & fRd 7 gl

e “The goal of $300 billion adopted yesterday by COP29 in the face of categorical
objections of countries including India, Nigeria, Bolivia, Cuba and walk-outs...bodes ill for
the future of the NCQG and the collective efforts to address climate change. The
multilateral process has not emerged in good light in this event,” said R. Rashmi,
former Environment Secretary and Distinguished Fellow, The Energy Resources
Institute.

“COP29 GaRT &dl HYATIT AT $300 faforsr &1 a8, Fad s, argahian,
stenfaa, #gem 3R 37 &t i Tuse mafedr i g, sieary IRade & fagea &
T NCQG 3R @refes vt & #iasy & v gHieaqol dehd &1 0 aear #
wmmmmaﬁw,”mR.rﬁaqﬁWHﬁasﬂT
3T&cfTaes tell, g Tarall RENlS $eege|

e “The declared goal is clearly a prisoner of the geopolitics of the present times and
is paltry compared to the financing needs of mitigation and adaptation faced by the
developing world.”

‘BT 8T TS T { TAAR TAT A IS 1 RAER § 3R Rewraeier St
GART HAAT T a0 AAT HR Hojpelet 1 AT IFTIRABAHT & AP Ig Tl
A gl
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Sinner leads Italy to

Davis Cup

IPCs

glory

—

Italy’s successful defence. AFp

Agence France-Presse
MALAGA

Jannik Sinner completed
his sensational year by
leading Italy to a successful
defence of the Davis Cup
with victory over the Neth-
erlands in the final on Sun-
day. The World No.1 eased
to a 7-6(2), 62 triumph
against Tallon Griekspoor
for the winning point after
Matteo Berrettini had put
M

Reign continues: Sinner raises the coveted Davis Cup following

s

oy

the champion ahead with a
convincing 6-4, 62 win
against Botic van de Zand-
schulp. Sinner ends 2024
with titles at the Australian
Open, US Open and the
ATP Finals.

Italy became the first
team to defend the title
since the Czech Republic in
2013, and the fifth nation to
win it along with the Billie
Jean King Cup in the same
season.

-
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Sinner leads Italy to Davis
Cup glory

R & gealt &+ 3T Fu
IRT feemar

. Jannik Sinner completed his sensational
year by leading Italy to a successful defence of the
Davis Cup with victory over the Netherlands in the
final on Sunday.

sifas AR & IqaR # dAleTelsaw & Werh
BISeTel H geell T Sfaq w9 T Ahel &M H Aded
el R 39 AeAGR aF HT 1 ok |

. The World No.1 eased to a 7-6(2), 6-2
triumph against Tallon Griekspoor for the winning
point after Matteo Berrettini had put the champion
ahead with a convincing 6-4, 6-2 win against Botic
van de Zandschulp.

faea saT 1 et AeweR & @ 7-6(2), 6-2
ST g1iaer o Siid &1 3% foram, 39 e Afear
RIA 7 AT A1 3 Asyev & [Word 64, 6-2 Fr

AACR Siid & @Y AIT & dod eS|
. Sinner ends 2024 with titles at the
Australian Open, US Open and the ATP Finals.

&1t 2024 1 iteeforaer 3ituer, qow 3ituer 3N
Tt BRAed H fQAe & 91Y AT Fd o

. Italy became the first team to defend the

title since the Czech Republic in 2013, and the fifth nation to win it along with the Billie

Jean King Cup in the same season.

3coll 2013 H A VRIS & dIG UgAT & &1 IAT § S QAT T 8T X AT g, 3R
faelt ST fFer FT & T T & WA T 3T Sder Tl Ii=rar 827 51 IR
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Why the World chess championship is one
of the greatest and toughest events to win

[pcs

P.K. Ajith Kumar

Reykjavik  caught  the
world’s attention in 1972.
Iceland’s capital was the
venue of the World chess
championship match bet-
ween Boris Spassky and
Bobby Fischer.

In the height of the cold-
war, a rebellious American
taking on a Soviet Union
player, at a time when the
erstwhile USSR had a mo-
nopoly in producing World
champions, was indeed
news. And the world had
never seen a player like
Fischer.

He was a genius, though
a troubled one. Fischer’s
triumph and the World tit-
le match was a turning
point for chess, which be-
came a global sport from
what was largely the Soviet
Union’s favourite pastime.

Until  Fischer came
along, the World cham-
pions from 1948 until 1972
all spoke Russian. After
Fischer, who chose not to
defend his title and had to
grapple with mental is-
sues, the World champion-

ship returned to the Soviet
Union, through Anatoly
Karpov and then Garry
Kasparov, until Viswanan-
than Anand brought it to
India, where chess origi-
nated, in 2000.

The FIDE knock-out
World championship, held
in New Delhi and Tehran,
may not have been an un-
disputed World champion-
ship, but nobody dared to
call Anand a FIDE World
champion, though that
had been how some oth-
ers, such as Alexander
Khalifman and Rulson Po-
nomariamov, were usually
referred to. Anand went on
to be the undisputed
World champion from

Unprecedented: Boris Spassky, left, faces Bobby Fischer in Reykjavik. THE HINDU ARCHIVES

2007 till 2013.

Magnus Carlsen ended
Anand’s reign, and he was
the World champion until
he decided not to defend
his crown against lan Ne-
pomniachtchi and his
place in the title match
went to Ding Liren, who
emerged as the champion
last year.

Carlsen remains the
World No. 1, and he is the
planet’s best player across
formats. Ding is ranked No.
23 in the world and Gukesh
No. 5.

So neither would claim
he is the world’s best
player after winning the
World title in Singapore.
That doesn’t make the

World championship any
less significant. It is not the
fault of Gukesh or Ding that
Carlsen is not playing.

Carlsen has made it
clear that he doesn’t like
the format or the need to
prepare for months ahead
of a World title match. But,
that is also one of the rea-
sons why the World cham-
pionship is one of the
greatest events and tough-
est to win in international
sport.

There isn’t a better way
at the moment to find the
world champion. And
there have only been 17
World champions since
Wilhelm Steinitz became
the first in 1886.

Undisputed
World champions
Wilhelm Steinitz (Austria,
USA) 1886-1894

Emanuel Lasker (Germany)
1894-1921

Jose Raul Capablanca (Cuba)
1921-1927

Alexander Alekhine (France)
1927-1935; 1937-1946

Max Euwe (The Netherlands)
1935-1937

Mikhail Botvinnik (USSR) 1948-
1957; 1958-1960; 1961-1963

Vasily Smyslov (USSR)
1957-1958

Mikhail Tal (USSR) 1960-1961

Tigran Petrosian (USSR)
1963-1969

Boris Spassky (USSR) 1969-1972
Bobby Fischer (USA) 1972-1975

Anatoly Karpov (USSR)
1975-1985

Garry Kasparov (USSR)
1985-1993

Vladimir Kramnik (Russia)
2006-2007

Viswanathan Anand (India)
2007-2013

Magnus Carlsen (Norway)
2013-2023

Ding Liren (China) 2023

Why the World chess championship is one of the
greatest and toughest events to win

Fa4t g aaier AR # Sfiaar ge@ 7ge 3k
toughest gfaAfAar AT SATGT &

e Reykjavik caught the world’s attention in 1972.
1972 H IIHSATAF o GiAdT T €Al TR TR

e Iceland’s capital was the venue of the World chess championship match between Boris
Spassky and Bobby Fischer.

3MeadE fr Terare IRE TarEhY 3T af R & ST e aaier ARgET A ar

T AT

e In the height of the cold war, a rebellious American taking on a Soviet Union player, at a
time when the erstwhile USSR had a monopoly in producing World champions, was
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indeed news.
S U & WA W, Th fagel 3R o afdaa wa & [@emst @ geldr &, si9qd
ARTT 9 F 99 929 NI 990 1 tHfOaR o1, I8 [ARTd §7 T T T

And the world had never seen a player like Fischer.

AR gferar o sl frer siem f@emst =€t |

e He was a genius, though a troubled one.
g U gfasmermelt I, grefifeh T W Wemsr I

Fischer’s triumph and the World title match was a turning point for chess, which became
a global sport from what was largely the Soviet Union’s favourite pastime.

e &1 faorr 3R Reg Rame A= ao’sr & v te Az a1, 99 38 727 &7 @
Aifaad a9 F THdier U O T dfiRas ol aa1 feam|

Until Fischer came along, the World champions from 1948 until 1972 all spoke Russian.
PR & 37T TF, 1948 T oo 1972 0o @Y faeg dfae &l sera )

After Fischer, who chose not to defend his title and had to grapple with mental issues,
the World championship returned to the Soviet Union, through Anatoly Karpov and then
Garry Kasparov, until Viswananthan Anand brought it to India, where chess originated,
in 2000.

R & a1g, Sieglal 39T TS 8T A &7 TIT Agl fRAT 3R AATHF FHEATIN
¥ SEid @, faes A= @i wadle 18, st Ffa st e 3 e
F AETH A, F dP AT 3¢ & 39 2000 H 3R, ST@T AT T 3cqfa §é oY,
g1 @]

e The FIDE knock-out World championship, held in New Delhi and Tehran, may not have
been an undisputed World championship, but nobody dared to call Anand a FIDE World

champion, though that had been how some others, such as Alexander Khalifman and
Rulson Ponomariamov, were usually referred to.

a5 ool 31k dgwar & 3MATST FIDE Atw-3m3e A dRaefg v 3r@s faeg
FRIARAT FET &7 Thar o, Afhad 15 off 3eig T FIDE faea d0aa Fget 1 Gead
TGl YT T, gielifeh THT & $o HAFoIsT Terhale 3R Terdel WAATRIAGANG S 37

f@enfsat & @y 3 JdR oY foar Srar o
e Anand went on to be the undisputed World champion from 2007 till 2013.
3Teig, 2007 & 2013 I 31@3 e dAR¥er s 7|

e Magnus Carlsen ended Anand’s reign, and he was the World champion until he decided
not to defend his crown against lan Nepomniachtchi and his place in the title match went
to Ding Liren, who emerged as the champion last year.

AT FTATA A A & ArTA HT 3id fomar, 3R ag fawg dARga ®, I a& =g
U ANATAITEH F [WATE 3191 e s F1 o S8 forar 3R 33T seg
B % # eged AT F U A, Gegle Nod aydfaT s 7 F 3R I8
f&are Sfrar|

o Carlsen remains the World No. 1, and he is the planet’s best player across formats.

Proidol faed AeT 191 U §, IR g gedl & Fdave f@enst & faffier wifew |
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e Ding is ranked No. 23 in the world and Gukesh No. 5.
f3ar faeg A Aaw 23 W & IR FFU AR 5

e So neither would claim he is the world’s best player after winning the World title in
Singapore.

safov o dF IS Tg arar HN F 9g faeg &1 we@ dgader Fad g, Mo faeg
g Side & @1el

o That doesn’t make the World championship any less significant.
sa8 faeg AR $r Ageadr w7 &7 gl

e ltis not the fault of Gukesh or Ding that Carlsen is not playing.
IE I[HA I7 37 Y aTorch 6T & Toh el o6l Wl @ 2

e Carlsen has made it clear that he doesn't like the format or the need to prepare for
months ahead of a World title match.

FTTA o Ig TS fhar § fF 30¢ $idfe wde =gt & a1 [eg f@ae #w & fov #@ger
Jgol IR alel T 3aTehal T8l gl

e But, that is also one of the reasons why the World championship is one of the greatest
events and toughest to win in international sport.

AfheT, T8 T HRUT § o e AT 1 3RS gt F gow #ge 3R
toughest SfAAAATIN H & TH AAT ST gl

e There isn’'t a better way at the moment to find the world champion.
oA # g ARFeT o FT FIS dgdX dAAHT 8l g

¢ And there have only been 17 World champions since Wilhelm Steinitz became the first in
1886.

1886 # faee# FeRfATT & Tgel 9o & Fq ¥ 3T dh hae 17 favg I g £l
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nh 6 years as a thoracic

surgeon, Dr. Arvind Kumar has

literally heard and opened tens of

thousands of chests. According to
him, the human lung, a pristine pink at
birth, tells the tale of each breath taken
over a lifetime.

“For years, I could trace the pattern of
urban pollution on lung tissue as black
deposits — a few spots here, larger stains
there. Now it's everywhere,” Dr. Kumar
said from his office in Medanta Medicity
Hospital, Gurugram. He is disturbed by
the harrowing effects of air pollution on
lungs, and not just in people with lung
diseases or the elderly. “The lungs of
teenagers now look like the lungs of
lifelong smokers. Pollution isn’t just in our
cities — it’s inside us.”

This transformation of chest health is
an inv ble epidemic affecting millions
across India, now underscored by the
findings in the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP)
Emissions Gap and Adaptation Gap
reports for 2024. Emissions are increasing
worldwide, but the rise is exceptionally
high in India, more than 6% from last
year. The data is unequivocal: pollution is
now more than an environmental issue.
It’s a national health emergency.

An unseen health crisis

India’s poor air quality has been silently
affecting communities for decades, with
lethal results. “Air pollution is the biggest
environmental risk to health, even the
leading cause of premature death in
India,” Dr. Pallavi Pant of the Health
Effects Institute said.

According to her research, nearly 2
million lives were cut short in India in
2021 alone due to pollution-related
diseases. Among the most affected are
pregnant women, children, the elderly,
and those already facing health
challenge< For these populations, the

sk of respiratory infections, impaired
Iung function, and even cardiovascular
conditions due to pollution is devastating
and far-reaching,” she said.

Exposure to air pollution can
permanently imp: lung development,
leading to chronic respiratory issues and
asthma in children. “These aren’t just
minor inconveniences,” according to Dr.
Pant. “This is a fundamental health crisis
where children grow up with a lifetime of
diminished health and quality of life.”

To her, the real tragedy is that risks fall
heaviest on the most vulnerable. “Those
with fewer resources are the hardest hit.
They often live closest to pollution
sources and lack the mea to protect
themselves. This is a crisis of inequality as
much as [of] health.”

Dr. Soumya Swaminathan, former chief
scientist at the World Health Organisation
(WHO) and chairperson of the M.S.
Swaminathan Research Foundation,
Chennai, said, “The impacts of poor air
quality are systemic. High pollution levels
are linked to non-communicable diseases
such as hypertension, diabetes, and
stroke. We're talking about lifelong health
impairments that are often invisible but
devastating.”

According to her, early and prolonged
exposure to pollutants during critical
periods like pregnancy and early
Idhood can predispose individuals to
lifelong illnesses. “Children are growing
up with a fundamentally compromised
baseline for health,” she added.

A fractured response
India launched the National Clean Air
Programme (NCAP) in 2019 to reduce
particulate matter pollution by 20-30% by
2024, before adjusting the target to a 40%
redu n by 2026.

According to experts, the NCAP has
significant room for improvement. “The
NCAP has become, for many, a symbol of
intent without effective action,” Dr.
Kumar said. “We have policies, but where
we're faltering is in ground-level
implementation.”

Dr. Kumar argued health must be a
central focus of environmental policies,
whereas current efforts are “piecemeal
and lack teeth.” He described the NCAP’s
measures as “band-aid solutions™ and
called for stricter enforcement and a shift
toward health-centric policies and
ground-level action.

Dr. Pant commended the NCAP’s role
in raising awareness and enhancing air
quality monitoring but also called out i
shortcomings in sustained, source-specific
emission reductions. She suggested
instead that a regionalised approach
could allow for more targeted, impactful
solutions. “The NCAP needs localised
strategies focused on specific enr
sources,” she said.

SAJJAG AUTOMOBIL
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Women riding a vegetable truck cover themselves as early morning smog engulfs a street in Chandigarh on November 13. AFp

Dr. Swaminathan also urged the NCAP
to go beyond monitoring pollutants to
focm on reducing emissions and
pr ng health outcomes. “The
NLAP s goals need to integrate publm
health directly. Pollution control isn’t just
about air quality. It’s about people’s lives,”
she said. “The program must shift from
mere monitoring to actively rgduung
emissions with health as its primary
focus.

Vaibhav Chaturvedi, an environmental
economist at the Council on Energy,
Environment, and Water, stressed that the
NCAP’s targets are unrealistic if it doesn’t
pivot towards clean energy and reduce
India’s dependence on fossil fuels. “To
make the NCAP effective, we need a
structural overhaul, particularly in how
we produce and consume energy,” he
said.

Sophie Gumy, a technical officer with
the WHO’s Air Quality and Health Unit,
said that the NCAP lacks the
comprehensive, multi-sectoral approach
required to achieve meaningful progress.
She also said it needs to be accompanied
by policies that protect vulnerable
populations disproportionately affected
by air pollution.

“NCAP is a beginning, but a
whole-society approach that spans
sectors and prioritises the vulnerable is
essential,” she said.

Economic and social costs
“Poor air quality isn’t just costing lives:
costing livelihoods,” Gumy added.

Dr. Swaminathan also called air
pollution an economic crisis because it
raises healthcare costs and lowers
productivity (through lost work and
school days). “Poor air quality leads to
increased hospitalisations and higher
healthcare costs, adding a financial
burden on families and the health
system,” she said.

Vulnerable, low-income communities
bear the heaviest burden: “The poorest
are most exposed yet least equipped to
mitigate these effects,” according to Dr.
Swaminathan — a situation reminiscent of
the effects of climate change. “The
burden of non-communicable diseases
linked to pollution continues to rise” even
as climate-related challenges like heat
waves exacerbate health and productivity
losses.

Dr. Kumar’s ‘My Solution to Pollution”
campaign, under his foundation and the
Doctors for Clean Air initiative,
encourages communities to take small but
meaningful action. “People can’t wait for
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El s_are incr
worldwide, but the rise is
exceptionally high in India,. more
than 6% from last year. The data
s unequivocal: pollution is now
more than an environmental
issue. It's a national health
emergency

government solutions alone,” he said. “If
140 crore people commit to small actions,
like reducing idling cars outside schools
or limiting waste-burning, we can

ficantly reduce the local pollution

A pilot program to prevent idling
les near school zones showed
improved air quality, a potential model
for broader change. “If each of us does
our part, we can reduce pollution at the
ground level.”

The clean energy caveat

Despite increasing public awareness,
India’s heavy dependence on fossil fuels
remains a significant obstacle to change.
e the government promotes electric
vel es, Dr. Kumar warned their benefits
would be limited if their batteries were
charged with coal-fired electricity. He
contended that an overhaul of energy
infrastructure is required, including a
complete transition away from coal.

“We're tackling the problem from the
wrong end,” Chaturvedi, the
environmental economist, said. “We're
addressing symptoms — dust suppression,
controlling stubble burning — but not the
root cause, which is our reliance on fossil
fuels and inadequate clean energy
infrastructure.”

“True progress in air quality will
require a pivot from coal to renewables,
coupled with a robust national
investment in sustainable infrastructure.”

Dr. Pant also pointed out that people in
rural locales bank extensively on biomass
and also need access to cleaner energy.
“For many rural farmr s, wood and
animal dung are the only affordable
options for cooking fuel,” she said, adding
that the health impact of household
pollution, particularly for women and
children, is as important as urban air
quality.

Reforms and accountability

Experts said it could be critical for the
NCAP to adopt a regional approach rather
than presume one size can fit all. Dr. Pant
suggested localised targets could allow
India’s diverse regions to address their

most pressing pollution sources —
industrial emissions, agricultural burning,
or urban vehicle congestion — differently.
“Air pollution is deeply complex. By
prioritising interventions at the state and
local levels, we can tailor strategies to
where they're needed most,” she said.

Second, while experts have mixed
reactions to listing pollution as a cause of
death on death certificates, Dr. Kumar
said this explicit acknowledgement could
increase public awareness.

“When you add pollution to the death
certificate, you’'re making people see the
cause-and-effect link in their lives,” he
says. Dr. Swaminathan agrees: “Having an
official link on death records could push
more serious health and policy actions
against pollution.”

She also proposed establishing a
regulatory body akin to the U.S.
Environment Protection Agency to
enforce environmental standards and
integrate interdisciplinary policymaking.
“India lacks a comprehensive body to
regulate air, water, and other pollutants
that threaten public health,” she said. Dr.
Pant echoed her, saying “a unified
regulatory body could streamline and
strengthen India’s fragmented
environmental poli

But Dr. Kumar was wary of
bureaucratic hurdles: “We don’t need
more agencies; we need stronger
enforcement.”

Toward lasting solutions
The UNEP reports called for systemic
changes in the transportation, ener;

and health sectors to curb pollution
effectively.

Experts agreed a national clean air
strategy should prioritise public health,
climate mitigation, and community
engagement. For Dr. Kumar, the urgency
can’t be overstated.

“Pollution is now in our lungs, and it’s
not going to leave on its own. Each breath
we take is a reminder of how much needs
to change.”

“This isn’t only about the
environment,” Dr. Pant added: “it’s about
every person in this country hdvmg the
right to breathe without fear.

India stands at a crossroads, and its
choices today will determine the health of
generations to come. As Gumy said,
“lnvg;un;., in clean air today is EIIVL>li:1g in
India’s economic and social future.”

(Vijay Shankar Balakrishnan is a
Sreelance journalist based in Ludwigshafen
am Rhein, Germany.
vijay.b.shankar@gmail.com)
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Health Emergency and Economic Impact of Toxic Air
T Irarderer AR RA¥er ag w1 e gama

Air pollution is an economic crisis for the nation as it raises
healthcare costs and lowers productivity.
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arY YeuUT 3 & AT wF Infdw wwhe § FfF I warey dward
ANTd JordT § 3R IcaeEHar ®Y FH FI@T B

e Poor communities bear the heavier burden, as they are most exposed yet least
equipped to mitigate these effects.

e TN W A0S gara giar &, FifF § aod 30w g g & 4R g
Tl Tl HH I $ [T 3% I HF YT giad 2

Dr. Arvind Kumar’s Observations on Pollution

3T, 3T FAR F IgUr G el

e Dr. Arvind Kumar, a thoracic surgeon, highlights the black deposits on lungs due to
urban pollution, now seen everywhere.

sl. 3RfdE $AR, Th B A9 TAAWA, AG TGNUT & HROT Bl W el Eeall I
I@Ifhd X §, T 39 & 98 W T o

¢ He observes that teenagers' lungs now resemble those of lifelong smokers due to
pollution.

d €& & § o 3 TRkl & %hs Sfiael R YA el drell o e ot §, S
YEHUT & HROT 3|

UNEP Report Findings on Pollution
quasdt ROE 7 gquor o faswy

e The UNEP’s Emissions Gap and Adaptation Gap reports for 2024 reveal a 6% increase
in emissions in India.

UASHY T 2024 FH FcHolel IR AR Hefehelel AR RAE F 4R & 3cTald H 6%
T gef FT Gelr T EIM &

e This data shows that pollution is not just an environmental issue but a national health
emergency.

I ST fe@rar § 7o JoWuT shael Ueh GATaRONT WHEAT 81 &, Sfeh IE Teh TS
ALY 3MMATARIS &

Impact of Pollution on Health
YeuUT T TR G IH1G

e Air pollution is the leading cause of premature death in India, cutting short nearly 2
million lives in 2021.

arg YeNUT R A AT ¥ Ugel Fcg & T HRUT g, [ST@ 2021 & ofarsar 2
fAfosT Saa @aea ax feu|
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The most affected populations include pregnant women, children, the elderly, and those
with pre-existing health conditions.

AR GHTfad e 7 amstach ARy, 9=, gt 3R uger & TRy @A ¥
SIST T o enfAer 81

Children face long-term health issues, with impaired lung development and increased
risk of respiratory infections and asthma.

STl T Erepifoleh TAELT THTATAHT ST AT AT USdT g, S BHsr &l 39ATed
ﬁwﬁamwmmww:@naﬁ@m

Disparity in Pollution Exposure

YEWOr & HUH A fawsar

Vulnerable populations, especially low-income groups, are most exposed to pollution yet
lack the means to protect themselves.

HHAR FHEE, AN &7 @ fAe=T-31T THE, IquoT & Fad i Fueh # I &
AftheT Te T FU & FE G gl

Dr. Soumya Swaminathan highlights the long-term impacts on health, including
hypertension, diabetes, and stroke.

31, Gl TarEaTys ol Taeey gATaT & IWifehd $idl g, foidd 3T
Ty, 7YAE 3R ww afAe g

National Clean Air Programme (NCAP)
TSET TS 91 FAHA (NCAP)

India launched the NCAP in 2019 to reduce particulate matter pollution by 20-30% by
2024, later adjusting the target to 40% by 2026.

HRA & 2019 H NCAP &hr 31T T oY, [T e 2024 ds 20-30% deh
arféshelc HeX TGuUT I ECTAT UT, 16 H 8T HT 2026 deh 40% cish FMTRI famar

I

Experts note the NCAP has significant room for improvement, particularly in ground-level
implementation.

faw=it 1 et & o6 NCAP & FUR HiT §gd T &, fady 9 & TR W
FATad H|

Dr. Kumar emphasizes that health should be central to environmental policies, which are
currently "piecemeal and lack teeth."

Sl. FAR &1 Sl ¢ [ TARLT H GO Afrdr @1 Hdr fear g =g, i
doAlT H 'gohsl H 3R geageT B

Challenges in the NCAP Implementation

NCAP & FHIteadsr # gatfaat
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The NCAP needs localised strategies focusing on specific emission sources, as pollution
varies regionally.

NCAP & TIT WOiEAIfaat fir 3maegsrar & st faftse scaeie @dl ) eare &fga
&Y, FIH FeuoT & T &7 8 e grar g

Dr. Swaminathan urges that the NCAP should shift from merely monitoring pollutants to
actively reducing emissions.

ST, TATHIATY T Fgell § foh NCAP &l shaol JoWepl sl IR & gTahl 3cHolel &l
aferT §9 F " 1 feem & S anfgod

Economic and Social Costs of Air Pollution

arg Yquor & fdw iR wenfas awr

Air pollution raises healthcare costs and lowers productivity, especially in vulnerable
communities.

A YeNUT FERELY SWHTS AR F6Tdl ¢ AR 3cUreehdl 1 & $al ¢, 99y &7 &
HASIN FHERT |

Vulnerable communities, especially the poorest, are disproportionately affected by the
economic impact of air pollution.

FHSR A, AT &7 § T I, A GquoT & IfF GHIT & HFAT T &
gHTad 8d gl

Dr. Swaminathan compares the burden of pollution to that of climate change.

ST, TS YeuUT & SISt T Jolel Serarg IRade ¥ A g

Dr. Kumar’s Campaign for Local Action

sl. AR F1 T framee & AT sfdame

Dr. Kumar’s campaign "My Solution to Pollution" encourages small local actions, like
reducing vehicle idling outside schools.

ST, FAR & AHAT "AS WGl ¢ YGUUT" BIC TARNT 3UAT HT Jgrar &ar g, S
Teholl & STeY dTgall T Alfaeh TEATT H A e

A pilot program to prevent vehicle idling near schools improved local air quality, showing
potential for broader change.

Tholl & UM dlgall & HeTAEAd TS gt &l Aehel & [T Teh GIIelc HIRAHH o
AN Y F[urad # UR fewrar, st e aRade & for e fewrr &

The Clean Energy Caveat
TITT FolT Y A
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Despite increasing public awareness, India’s heavy dependence on fossil fuels
remains a significant obstacle to change.
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TGl ST SAATERT & FTaole, AR T SHard $uat W #{T HAeRar sgora & fav v
3T STeT SN g% &

e While the government promotes electric vehicles, Dr. Kumar warned their benefits
would be limited if their batteries were charged with coal-fired electricity.

TR FAfFeF argal ! derar & & g, Afohel 3. $AR o Ucraenr & & afe gerehr
Je FrRIT-3meRE el & Ter A 7S, dF 3T o AT gl

e He contended that an overhaul of energy infrastructure is required, including a
complete transition away from coal.

3egial gl fob Foll IfAATEY e & a9 Seelia i 3MaRTehdr &, fSad Frer & qi
& g Bl A g

o “We’'re tackling the problem from the wrong end,” Chaturvedi, the environmental
economist, said.

"§H TATAT F Td AT F § FI Y HIAT FT W@ " TATTONT 3r2emey
AT F HeTl

e “We're addressing symptoms — dust suppression, controlling stubble burning — but

not the root cause, which is our reliance on fossil fuels and inadequate clean energy
infrastructure.”

T e AT, Wrelht Steme A R #e o qalt R e & @ §, afeh e
HRUT W T, ST & FART Shard $ual 1T F3iRar iR 3udicd Faes St gae
g

e “True progress in air quality will require a pivot from coal to renewables, coupled with a
robust national investment in sustainable infrastructure.”

arg IOt # Fedl FIid & fv et @ ddiwoir St H 3R deaa iR gdqd
iy e A Folgd TSET fAder S AR gel|”

o Dr. Pant also pointed out that people in rural locales bank extensively on biomass and
also need access to cleaner energy.

3. 9 & g Sarm & g aFF F AT 92 YA WA )W AR § ik
ﬁwﬁaaqg’aaﬁraﬁmam%‘l

e “For many rural families, wood and animal dung are the only affordable options for
cooking fuel,” she said.

‘&% grAtor TRERt & foe, adY 3R g MR & @l g & AT frwrdr e
g, 3egiel el

e Adding that the health impact of household pollution, particularly for women and
children, is as important as urban air quality.

TE SN §U o o], IEuOT T TGRELT W GHTE, WEAN W Afgensit 3R st & fa,
A Ay AuTET fSideT & Jgeayor g

Reforms and Accountability

FUR 3R Sraracd
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e Experts said it could be critical for the NCAP to adopt a regional approach rather than
presume one size can fit all.

A=At &1 Fge & o TSI FaTe g FREFA (NCAP) & fav &= gfseenior
HAATAT Hgcaqul &1 Hehell §, T 38 o v &t qamener weft & favw suygsa a1
forar ST

o Dr. Pant suggested localised targets could allow India’s diverse regions to address
their most pressing pollution sources differently.

ST 9 o gena e o Tt 9a TR o fafaer &t & 3ot de g e gewor
FHEIIT T ITe1T-37019T Alieh & Folgal i AT & Fohd &

e “By prioritising interventions at the state and local levels, we can tailor strategies to
where they're needed most,” she said.

Ife 59 T IR TART TR R TAf@Swar &d &, df g9 37961 WEHIaAT & a987 W
ST = Tha & el 3o Gad 3R IGTHdr &, IegieT Fell

e Second, while experts have mixed reactions to listing pollution as a cause of death on
death certificates, Dr. Kumar said this explicit acknowledgement could increase public
awareness.

GERT, STdfeh Gg¥UT ol Heg FHATTIT R Hcg &I HRUT & & H ol Hl Pl o]
faew=it &1 AR gfafhar 8, 1. $AR o Hgr b I8 TIv¢ THRITFT STl ARTRHAT
geT Fahell Bl

e “When you add pollution to the death certificate, you're making people see the cause-
and-effect link in their lives,” he says.

"SI 39 HcF FATOTIH H GeNUT SIS &, a6 39 el &l 3e7eh Sfidel # HROT-FeTd hr
ey @r @ & 3egia el

e Dr. Swaminathan proposed establishing a regulatory body akin to the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency to enforce environmental standards.

ST, TS o Z,UH. TATERT HIETT TSl & HA U s e wanfid
S FT TEAE AT Jifeh aATaoli ATl @ el AT S '

e ‘“India lacks a comprehensive body to regulate air, water, and other pollutants that
threaten public health,” she said.

"R F A, I, AR 3T YquHI A AT Fel & AT v egraen e v wer
g S Argeifae TRy & fov @RT Y1 Fa §," 38l @aTl

e Dr. Kumar was wary of bureaucratic hurdles: “We don’t need more agencies; we need
stronger enforcement.”

Sl AR & AFTATE ATUT3HT T AP FaUTAT eFeFcd 1 "gH IS vairaat Hr
3TERTRAT 78T & 8H TEd [hIeaded &I TaThdT g 1"

Toward Lasting Solutions

TURN AT & 3

e The UNEP reports called for systemic changes in the transportation, energy, and
health sectors to curb pollution effectively.
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Juarsdt RalE o7 aRager, s, 3R Taeey &3 A Jomelerd agera & 3dier $r § arfe
THTET §9 § TGWOT &I A fHAT ST

e Experts agreed a national clean air strategy should prioritise public health, climate
mitigation, and community engagement.

A9 30 o1 W FgAd A & v TSI Taeo arg WIS H Fraofas F&ree,
Srerary e, 3 AEE st 1 wrafAsar & =nfgu

e Dr. Kumar emphasized, “Pollution is now in our lungs, and it's not going to leave on its

own.
sl. FAR o SR &M, "JgWoT 319 AR Hhst A ¢, 3R Tg I9eT A9 AL e

e “This isn’t only about the environment; it's about every person in this country having the
right to breathe without fear,” Dr. Pant added.

"JE Shdel JATGIUT FT a1 F8T &; T§ 3T &2 & & Ifad & I & & g o &
3SR T I19 §," 31 gq o e

e ‘“Investing in clean air today is investing in India’s economic and social future,” Gumy
said.

"3l TS gdl & 9T e AR & i 3 afers afdsy i Aaer & g
AT A el
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Titan Cement’s Alexandria Portland Cement
Company factory in the Mediterranean city of
Alexandria, Egypt. REUTERS

Countries
vulnerable to
climate tense
over ‘exported
emissions’

S Paper lII: Environment |
€rs

Fossil fuel exports have been a hot topic
at the United Nations climate conference
in Baku this year, with activists and
delegates from some climate-vulnerable
countries arguing nations should be held
accountable for the pollution they send
overseas — often to poor developing
nations — in the form of oil, gas and coal.
Some are seeking to get the question of
how to do this onto the agenda at future
climate summits.

A landmark agreement reached in
Paris in 2015 to fight climate change
requires countries to set targets and
report on progress in reducing national
levels of planet-warming greenhouse gas
emissions. But it does not impose such
requirements for emissions generated
from fossil fuels they drill, mine, and ship
elsewhere.

That has allowed countries like the
United States, Norway, Australia, and
others to say they are making progress
toward international climate goals while
also producing and exporting fossil fuels
at breakneck pace, said Bill Hare,
co-founder of Climate Action Tracker, an
independent scientific project that tracks
government climate action.
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U.S. fossil fuel exports — including coal,
oil, gas, and refined fuels — led to over 2
billion tonnes of carbon dioxide
equivalent emissions in other countries in
2022, according to Climate Action
Tracker. That is equivalent to about a
third of U.S. domestic emissions, the data
showed.

A years-long drilling boom has made

The Paris Agreement of 2015

requires that nations set targets
to cut levels of greenhouse gas

emissions. But there are no such
strictures on emissions from fuels

drilled. mined. and exported

the U.S. the world’s top oil and gas
producer, while robust demand has lifted
its coal exports for four years running.

Incoming president Donald Trump, a
climate change sceptic, has said he wants
to further boost the nation’s fossil fuel
production.

For other producers, greenhouse gas
emissions from fossil fuel exports
sometimes outweigh domestic emissions,
Climate Action Tracker said.

That was true for Norway, Australia
and Canada in 2022, the most recent year
for which data is available for all countries
analysed. Norway’s Ministry of Climate
and Environment said it is up to other
nations to manage their own carbon
footprints. “Each country is responsible
for reducing its own emissions,” the
ministry said in a statement.

Officials at the environment and
climate ministries of Canada and Australia
did not comment.

Addressing the summit in Azerbaijan,
host President [lham Aliyev accused some
Western politicians of double standards
for lecturing his government about its oil
and gas use, saying, “They better look at
themselves.”

Most U.S. gas exports now go to
European countries seeking to reduce
dependence on Russia, while China has
become one of the top buyers of U.S.
crude and coal. America’s biggest growth
market for coal, however, is North Africa.

U.S. coal mines exported around 52.5
million short tonnes globally in the first
half of 2024, up nearly 7% from the same
period a year ago, the data showed. Much
of the increase was driven by cement and
brickmakers in Egypt and Morocco,
which together took in more than 5
million short tonnes over the period.
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Countries Vulnerable to Climate Tense Over ‘Exported
Emissions’
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Fossil fuel exports were a significant focus at the United Nations climate conference
in Baku this year.
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Activists and delegates from some climate-vulnerable countries argued that nations
should be held accountable for pollution sent overseas in the form of oil, gas, and coal.
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A landmark agreement from Paris 2015 requires countries to set targets for reducing
domestic greenhouse gas emissions but does not include emissions from fossil fuel
exports.
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This has allowed countries like the United States, Norway, and Australia to claim
progress on climate goals while continuing large-scale fossil fuel production and export.
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U.S. fossil fuel exports caused over 2 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent emissions in
other countries in 2022, roughly a third of U.S. domestic emissions.

2022 #, AN Shanewr fuar fia & 307 Ut # 2 3R & CO2 FATET IcqoleT
3cUeet TR, S AR B 3cHale T SR Th-[ags Bl

The U.S. is the world’s top oil and gas producer, with robust demand also driving
four years of consecutive coal export increases.
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For some countries like Norway, Australia, and Canada, emissions from fossil fuel
exports exceeded domestic emissions in 2022.
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Norway’s Ministry of Climate stated, "Each country is responsible for reducing its own
emissions."
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e President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan criticized Western countries for double standards
regarding oil and gas use.
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e Most U.S. gas exports how go to European countries aiming to reduce reliance on
Russia, while China is a major buyer of U.S. crude and coal.
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e The largest growth market for U.S. coal is North Africa, especially Egypt and Morocco,
which imported over 5 million short tonnes in the first half of 2024.
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